
Annual Town Meeting

Monday, May 5, 2003

Tuesday, May 6, 2003

Monday, May 19, 2003

7:00 P.M.

Nashoba Regional High School Auditorium

The annual town meeting was called to order at 7:15 P.M. by Moderator, Michael D’Orlando.  Thanks were given to: Meghan Hoseason and Patricia Berry for checking voters in to the meeting; to Joe Harding for assisting with light and sound; and to Stephen Sterling, Max Roemer, and Jack Delaney for their assisting in delivering the microphones to those wishing to speak.  Counters duly sworn in for the evening were: Stephen Wellcome, Thomas Kelly, Heather Haines, Neal Heeron, Hank Staake, Alexandra Roca, Robert Plaskon, and Bradley Reed.  Total attendance for each evening was:  Monday, 5/5,  348, Tues. 5/6,  209; and Mon. 5/19,  4.  In total 386 different people went to Town Meeting over the three nights. 

Article 1:
Accept Annual Reports

Amendment made to Town Clerk’s Report of the 2002 Annual Meeting:  that the counters, Jeff Boudreau and Stephen Bonina were not sworn in.

VOTE:   simple majority IN FAVOR

Clerical error was noted for the record: on page 78 (Financial Statement of the Public Library Report)  “Salary appropriated” should read  $39,980.05   and the “Unexpended balance returned to general fund” should read  $0.

The Town voted to accept the reports, as amended, of the Board of Selectmen, Treasurer, School Committee, Tax Collector, or any other Town officers, boards, or committees for the calendar year 2002.



VOTE AS AMENDED:    simple majority IN FAVOR

Sponsor:
Board of Selectmen

Advisory Committee Recommendation:  Approved

Article 2:
Raise and Appropriate Operating Budget

Amendment 1, Article 2:  Change line item 190 (Buildings) from $87,700 to $108,700 (increase of $21,000)






VOTE:    unanimous IN FAVOR

Amendment 2, Article 2:  Change line item 301 (Nashoba Regional School District) from $8,841,388 to $$8,692,680 (reduction of $148,708) 

VOTE:   simple majority IN FAVOR

Amendment 3, Article 2:  Change line item 161-5101 (Town Clerk’s Salary) from $38,383 to $46,383 (increase of $8000) 




VOTE:    simple majority OPPOSED

Amendment 4, Article 2:  Change paragraph g from “$13,783,137 (Thirteen million seven hundred eighty three thousand one hundred thirty seven dollars)” to read $13,655,429 (Thirteen million six hundred fifty five thousand four hundred twenty nine dollars)  AND to change the raise and appropriate figure from $14,967,033 (Fourteen million nine hundred sixty seven thousand thirty three) to $14,839,325 (Fourteen million eight hundred thirty nine thousand three hundred twenty five) 





VOTE:    simple majority OPPOSED

The Town voted to raise and appropriate, or transfer, the sum of $14,839,325 (Fourteen million eight hundred thirty nine thousand three hundred twenty five) as set forth in the budget for the purposes of operating and maintaining the various departments of the Town, and to meet such appropriation:

a. The sum of $1,000,000 (One million dollars) to be transferred from free cash;


b.
The sum of $1,000 (One thousand dollars) from the Houghton Fund to be applied to the Nashoba Regional School District assessment;


c.
The sum of $1,500 (One thousand five hundred dollars) from the Gerdon A. Brown Library Fund to be applied to the Library budget;

d. The sum of $95,000 (Ninety five thousand dollars) from the overlay reserve account;

e. The sum of $14,896 (Fourteen thousand eight hundred ninety six dollars) from the landfill enterprise fund;

f. The sum of $71,500 (Seventy one thousand five hundred dollars) from the cell tower funds;

g. The sum of $13,655,429 (Thirteen million six hundred fifty five thousand four hundred twenty nine dollars) to be raised by taxation.

VOTE AS AMENDED: simple majority IN FAVOR

Sponsor:
Board of Selectmen

Advisory Committee Recommendation:  Approved

Article  3:
Use Unexpended Emerson Renovation Funds for Emerson Water Supply and Other Potential Renovations 

The Town voted to appropriate, pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 44, Section 20, a portion of the unexpended funds in the amount of $103,745.95 (One hundred three thousand seven hundred forty-five dollars and ninety-five cents) of an appropriation approved at the Special Town Meeting held on December 13, 1999, more specifically identified as Article 7, to renovate the 1972 portion of Emerson School and to use these unexpended funds for the planning of future 1922 & 1952 building renovations, water supply and wastewater management at the Emerson School.




VOTE:    unanimous IN FAVOR

Sponsor:
Board of Selectmen

Advisory Committee Recommendation:  Approved

Article  4:
Bolton Public Library Roof/Windows

Amendment 1, Article 4:  To insert after the words  “to be expended contingent upon...” the words “the cost to the Town after the receipt of the grant from the Massachusetts Preservation Projects Fund (MPPF) under the Massachusetts Historical Commission not to exceed $65,000 dollars”. 






VOTE:   simple majority IN FAVOR

The Town voted to appropriate, pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 44, Section 20, the unexpended fund balances from the following borrowings: 1.) $50,000 (Fifty thousand dollars) from Article 13 of the Annual Town Meeting held on May 7, 2001 that was used for the preparation, construction and fencing of three new athletic fields on Forbush Mill Road; 2.) $28,828 (Twenty eight thousand eight hundred twenty eight dollars) from Article 17 of the Annual Town Meeting held on May 7, 2001 that was used for the repair of the Emerson School Building Roof; 3.) $14,677.61 (Fourteen thousand six hundred seventy seven dollars and sixty one cents) from Article 25 of the Annual Town Meeting held on May 4, 1998 that was used for the purpose of capping the landfill; 4.) $14,855.00 (Fourteen thousand eight hundred fifty five dollars) from Article 27 of the Annual Town Meeting held on May 4, 1998 that was used for the construction and operation of a transfer station; and 5.) $14,139.39 (Fourteen thousand one hundred thirty nine dollars and thirty nine cents) from Article 7 of the Special Town Meeting held on December 13, 1999 that was used for repairs at the Emerson School for a total sum of $122,500 (One hundred twenty two thousand and five hundred dollars), said money to be expended contingent upon the cost to the Town after the receipt of the grant from the Massachusetts Preservation Projects Fund (MPPF) under the Massachusetts Historical Commission not to exceed $65,000 dollars, to be used to replace, repair or maintain the Library roof and windows.



VOTE AS AMENDED:    unanimous IN FAVOR

Sponsor:
Department of Public Works, Library Trustees and Historical Commission

Advisory Committee Recommendation:   Approved

Article  5:    Preservation Restriction – Bolton Public Library Building
The Town voted to authorize the Board of Selectmen to enter into an agreement with the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, acting by and through the Massachusetts Historical Commission, to place a Preservation Restriction on the Bolton Public Library Building in a manner satisfactory to the Commission according to the Secretary of the Interior’s “Standards for the Treatment of Historical Properties;” that the Commission may inspect the Library premises from time to time; and that no major alterations shall be made to the Library premises unless prior approval has been granted by the Commission.

VOTE:    unanimous IN FAVOR

Sponsor:
Department of Public Works, Library Trustees and Historical Commission

Advisory Committee Recommendation:   Approved

Article 6:
Rescind Vote Taken on Purchase of Doucette Property

The Town voted to rescind a vote taken at the Annual Town Meeting held on May 7, 2001, and more specifically referred to as a vote taken on Article 12: Purchase Doucette Property, for the authorization to borrow the sum of $1,200,000 (One million and two hundred thousand dollars) for the purpose of the purchase of the Crystal Springs property located on Route 117.

VOTE:    unanimous IN FAVOR

Sponsor:
Board of Selectmen

Advisory Committee Recommendation:  Approved

Article  7:
Elimination of the 100 Hour Work Limit  
The Town voted to approve the elimination of the 100 hour work limit to the Senior Tax Rate Program (STRP). 





VOTE:    unanimous IN FAVOR
Sponsor:
Senior Tax Rebate Advisory Committee

Advisory Committee Recommendation:   Approved

Article  8:
41C Elderly Exemption
  
The Town voted to accept Chapter 184, Section 51 of the Acts of 2002, amending Massachusetts General Law, Chapter 59, Section 5, and to allow for any or all of the following adjustments in the eligibility requirements under Clause 41C: 

1.) decrease the age requirement from 70 to 65; 

2.) increase the income limits from $13,000 single/$15,000 married to $20,000 single/$30,000 married; 

3.) increase the asset limits from $28,000 single/$30,000 married to $40,000 single/$55,000 married; and 

4.) increase asset deduction of up to a 3-family home to up to 4-family home. 

VOTE:    unanimous IN FAVOR

Sponsor:
Board of Assessors

Advisory Committee Recommendation:   Approved

Article  9: 
Assessment of Local Tax

The Town voted to accept the provisions of Massachusetts General Law, Chapter 59, Section 5, Clause 18a as it pertains to the deferment of real estate taxes due to poverty or financial hardship resulting from a change to active military status for a period of up to three years.

VOTE:   simple majority IN FAVOR

Sponsor:
Board of Assessors

Advisory Committee Recommendation:  Approved

At 10:04 the motion was made to vote to continue with Town Meeting until 11 PM.

VOTE:   simple majority IN FAVOR

Article 10: 
Citizens’ Petition – Revise Bylaws to 1.3.1 

Amendment 1, Article 10:  Motion made to postpone article indefinitely

VOTE:    DEFEATED  (Yes 91, No 127)

To see if the Town will agree to revise bylaws 1.3.1.  Additions are in blue italics, deletions are struck through.

Effectivity.  Upon adoption and ratification in accordance with Chapter 40, Section 32 (Validation of by-laws; procedure).

1.3.l  1.3.1 The Advisory Committee shall consist of six citizens of the Town, which committee shall be appointed as provided in the following section, and elected by the Citizens. as provided in the following section, and no No person holding an elective or appointive Town office shall be eligible to serve on said committee. The term of office shall be three years expiring at the Annual Town Meeting.  Said committee shall choose its own officers, and shall serve without pay excepting, however, the secretary thereof, who may receive such compensation as the Town may by vote provide.  Said committee shall cause to be kept a true record of its proceedings.
Or to do or act thereto. 

VOTE:    simple majority OPPOSED

Sponsor:
Citizens’ Petition

Advisory Committee Recommendation:  Disapproved

Article 11: 
Citizens’ Petition – Delete Bylaw 1.3.2 - Advisory

Amendment 1, Article 11:  Motion made to postpone article indefinitely

VOTE:    unanimous IN FAVOR

To see if the Town will agree to delete bylaw 1.3.2 - Advisory.  (Conditional upon adoption of Article ____, which modifies bylaw 1.3.1).

Effectivity.  Upon adoption and ratification in accordance with Chapter 40, Section 32 (Validation of by-laws; procedure).

1.3.2
The Moderator, Town Clerk and Chairman of the Board of Selectmen shall constitute the appointing committee, who shall, within 30 days of each annual meeting for the election of officers appoint from the citizens of the Town two members to serve for the term of three years.  The terms of office of said members shall expire June 30.  Said committee shall choose its own officers, and shall serve without pay excepting, however, the secretary thereof, who may receive such compensation as the Town may by vote provide.  Said committee shall cause to be kept a true record of its proceedings.
Or to do or act thereto.

Sponsor:
Citizens’ Petition

Advisory Committee Recommendation:   Disapproved

Article 12: 
Citizens’ Petition –Revise bylaw 1.1.3 Publication of Bylaws by Selectmen   
Amendment 1, Article 12:  Motion made to strike from “A hard copy”.. to the end (The last two sentences)  and strike  “ in pdf format”  


VOTE:   simple majority IN FAVOR

To see if the Town will agree to revise bylaw 1.1.3, Publication of  Bylaws by Selectmen.  Additions are in blue italics, deletions are struck through.

Effectivity.  Upon adoption and ratification in accordance with MGL Chapter 40,  Section 32 (Validation of by-laws; procedure).

1.1.3  The Selectmen shall publish the Bylaws of the town at least once every five years.  The Board of Selectmen shall maintain on the official Town website, in pdf format, a current copy of the Bylaws, as ratified by MGL Chapter 40, Section 32.  A hard copy version shall be published at least once per year and available to Bolton residents without charge from the Town Clerk.  The Selectmen may set a fee for non-residents.
Or to do or act thereto.


VOTE:   defeated simple majority OPPOSED

Sponsor:
Citizens’ Petition

Advisory Committee Recommendation:  Disapproved

Article  13:   Amendment to Town Bylaws – Driveways

The Town voted to amend Section 2.4.1 and 2.4.1.1 of the Zoning Bylaws of the Town of Bolton, to provide oversight of the process of permitting single and shared driveways to the Bolton Planning Board to read as follows (deletions are (in parentheses and italics); additions are underlined).

2.4.1  Driveways and Parking

Overview:

(a) In residential districts, single and shared driveways (driveways serving 2 lots) will be created by permit issued jointly by the Planning Board and the Building Inspector.   Upon review of the completed Application for Driveway Permit, the Planning Board will make a determination if a public meeting is required between the Applicant and the Planning Board/Building Inspector to review the submitted driveway plan.  Common Driveways (serving 3 to 5 lots) will continue to be administered by the Planning Board per Section 2.4.1.2 of the Bolton Zoning Bylaws.
2.4.1.1  Driveways 
(f) The Applicant will be required to complete a Town of Bolton Application for Driveway Permit.

(g) The Planning Board shall issue regulations to go with this bylaw, including charging a filing fee adequate to cover legal review and construction inspection.  








VOTE:    declared 2/3 majority IN FAVOR 

Sponsor:
Planning Board

Planning Board Report:  The Planning Board held a duly noticed meeting on March 26, 2003 and voted to make the following recommendation:  The Planning Board voted unanimously that the Town vote YES on this article.
Advisory Committee Recommendation:  Approved

Article  14:   Scenic Roads

Amendment 1, Article 14:  Insert after paragraph 4 (beginning “In granting or refusing…”.) the following paragraph:

Exemptions to Section 2.5.6.

a. Repair to an existing guardrail either from life-span deterioration or accidental or deliberate damage.

b. Repair to an existing utility pole either life-span deterioration or accidental or deliberate damage (utility pole must be replaced in approximately the same location and tree maintenance is limited to the cutting of the necessary limbs to affect the repair).

c. Repair to exesting power and/or telephone lines (and utility poles in question) due to accidental or deliberate damage.  Tree maintenance is only limited to the cutting of the necessary limbs/trees to effect the repair).

d. Tree maintenance and pruning: routine maintenance performed by electrical power companies and approved by the Tree Warden.

Vote on amendment:





VOTE:    unanimous IN FAVOR

To see if the Town of Bolton will vote to amend the Zoning Bylaws of the Town of Bolton, Section 2.5.6 to read as follows (deletions are (in parentheses and italics); additions are underlined); or do or act relating thereto.
 

 2.5.6  Scenic Roads

Acting under Section 15C, Chapter 40 of the General Laws, (the following roads are designated as Scenic Roads:) all accepted Bolton Town roads are designated as Scenic Roads. Any State Highways or State controlled roads going through the Town of Bolton are not under jurisdiction of this Bylaw: (Route 117 (Main Street), Route 110 (Still River Road), Route 85 (Hudson Road).
 


(Ballville



Old Bay

Bear Hill



Old Harvard

Berlin



Old Sugar

Bolton St.Rd.No.1


Quaker

Burnam



Randall

Century Mill


Sampson

Corn



Sargent

East End



Sawyer

Flanagan



South Bolton

Forbush Mill


Spectacle 

Frye



Sugar

Golden Run



Teele

Green



Town Farm

Jordan



Vaughn Hill

Lewis



Warner

Lively



Wattaquadock (From Old Bay to Main)

Long Hill



West Berlin

Manor



Wheeler

Meadow



Whitcomb

Moore



Wilder

Nourse



Willow)
 

Designation as a Scenic Road allows the Town to preserve the qualities and character of the town ways.  Any repair, maintenance, reconstruction, or paving work done with respect thereto, of a Scenic Road shall not involve or include the cutting or removal of trees, or the tearing down or destruction of stone walls, or portions thereof, except with the prior written consent of the Planning Board after a Public Hearing duly advertised.

 


“Repair, maintenance, reconstruction or paving work” shall mean any work performed within the right-of-way by any person, entity or agency, public or private. The construction of new driveways or alteration of existing driveways, driveway entrances or other structures is included within this definition to the extent that such work takes place within the Town’s right-of-way. Construction, maintenance or alteration of electric, telephone, cable TV or any other utilities within the right-of-way is included within this definition as is the installation, repair or removal of guardrails, signs, utility poles and other devices as may be required within the right-of-way.

In granting or refusing such consent the Planning Board shall consider, among other things, the public safety, scenic views, preservation of historic and regional characteristics, and preservation and enhancement of natural and aesthetic qualities of the environment.

The Planning Board may adopt reasonable further standards relative to Scenic Roads not inconsistent with this Bylaw and the General Laws.

Any single violation of this Bylaw and Section 15C CH 40 of the General Laws shall be punishable by a fine of $300.00 per violation.
VOTE:   Yes  98,  No  61    DEFEATED  not the necessary 2/3 vote in favor

Sponsor:
Planning Board

Planning Board Report:  The Planning Board held a duly noticed meeting on March 26, 2003 and voted to make the following recommendation.  The Planning Board voted unanimously that the Town vote YES on this article.

Advisory Committee Recommendation:  Disapproved

Motion made to adjourn Town Meeting to Tuesday, May 6th @ 7 P.M., Nashoba Regional High School Auditorium. 





VOTE:    unanimous IN FAVOR

Tuesday, May 6, 2003
7:00 P.M.

The second night of the Annual Town Meeting was called to order at 7:05 P.M. by Moderator Michael D’Orlando.  Thanks were given to Meghan and Brenda Hoseason for checking voters in to the meeting; and to Wesley Boudreau and Brad Giunta for their assistance in delivering the microphones to those wishing to speak.  Counters duly sworn in for the evening were: Susan Anker, Robert Plaskon, Betty Ann Sharp, Heather Haines, Joseph Kovacs, Robert Johnson, Alexander Roca, and John Dunn.   Thanks were given to James Anker for his 6 years of service to the Town as a Selectman and to Michael D’Orlando for his 7 years of service as Moderator.

Motion made to reconsider Article 14.  Another exemption was omitted from the amendment through miscommunication.  The Planning Board asked that the motion be withdrawn so the Board could work on it and bring back a cleaner version to a subsequent town meeting.  The motion was withdrawn.

Article  15: Citizens’ Petition – Revise Bylaw 2.5.6, Scenic Roads

Motion made, but not seconded,  therefore, no action taken.

To see if the Town will agree to revise bylaw 2.5.6, Scenic Roads.  Additions are in blue italics, deletions are struck through.

Summary of changes.

1. Designate four new scenic roads: Main Street (or Great Road) in the historic district, Annie Moore Road, and Sand Road.

2. Increase the designated area of Wattaquadock.

3. Add “guardrails”, “utilities” and “signs” to the factors to be considered when there is a proposed change to a designated Scenic Road.

4. Specify wood or wood composite / laminate as the material for new guardrail installation along Scenic Roads.

5. Reassigns responsibility for review of “improvements” from Planning Board to Board of Selectmen and Historic Commission.

2.5.6
Scenic Roads

Acting under Section 15C, Chapter 40 of the General Laws, the following roads are designated as Scenic Roads:

	Annie Moore
	Nourse

	Ballville
	Old Bay (also known as the south branch of Bay Path)

	Bear Hill
	Old Harvard

	Berlin
	Old Sugar

	Bolton Station Road No. 1
	Quaker Lane

	Burnham
	Randall

	Century Mill (also known as Mill Road)
	Sampson

	Corn
	Sand

	East End
	Sargent

	Flanagan
	Sawyer

	Forbush Mill
	South Bolton

	Frye (also known as Fry Road)
	Spectacle Hill

	Golden Run
	Still River (also known as The Post Road to Worcester)

	Green
	Sugar

	Hudson (also known as The Road to the Mills)
	Teele

	Jordan
	Town Farm (also known as Farm and the southern branch of the Bay Path)

	Lewis
	Vaughn Hill (also known as Van’s Hill or Little Van’s Hill)

	Lively (also known as Sawyer Hill Road)
	Warner

	Long Hill (also known as Contery Road)
	Wattaquadock Wataquadoc (from Old Bay the Clinton town line to Main)

	Main (also known as Great Road) (in the historic district)
	West Berlin

	Manor 
	Whitcomb

	Meadow (also known as the north branch of the Bay Path)
	Wilder (also known as the north branch of the Bay Path)

	Moore
	Willow


Designation as a Scenic Road allows the Town to preserve the qualities and character of the town ways.  Any repair, maintenance, reconstruction, or paving work done with respect thereto, of a Scenic Road shall not involve or include the addition of guardrails, erection of utility poles, erection of or changes to signs, cutting or removal of trees, or the tearing down or destruction of stone walls, or portions thereof, except with the prior written consent of the Planning Board Board of Selectmen and Historic Commission, jointly, after a Public Hearing duly advertised per bylaw 1.9.7 and 1.9.8.

When new guardrails are considered to be in the interest of public safety, the material shall be wood or wood composite / laminate.

In granting or refusing such consent the Planning Board Board of Selectmen and Historic Commission, jointly, shall consider, among other things, the public safety, scenic views, preservation of historic and regional characteristics, and preservation and enhancement of natural and aesthetic qualities of the environment.

The Planning Board Board of Selectmen and Historic Commission, jointly, may adopt reasonable further standards relative to Scenic Roads not inconsistent with this Bylaw and the General Laws.

Or to do or act thereto.

Sponsor:
Citizens’ Petition

Planning Board Report:  The Planning Board held a duly noticed meeting on March 27, 2003 and voted to make the following recommendation:  The Planning Board voted unanimously that the Town vote NO on this article.  The Planning Board has developed and sponsored an article to revise Section 2.5.6 Scenic Roads Bylaw.  The citizen petition’s version does not encompass all the accepted Town roads as does the Planning Board’s version.  Massachusetts General Law clearly outlines that the Planning Board is the sole administrator of this bylaw and has the authority to call public hearings (not the Selectmen or the Historical Commission).  This citizen petition contains a fatal flaw in this regard.  The Planning Board has also crafted a set of comprehensive rules and regulations to accompany its version of the revised Scenic Road Bylaw.

Advisory Committee Recommendation:  Disapproved

Article 16: 
Citizen’s Petition – To insert into the Administrative Bylaws the Mission of the Long Range Planning Committee

No motion made,  therefore, no action taken.

To see if the Town will agree to insert into the Administrative Bylaws the mission of the Long Range Planning Committee (the base text below was copied on 12/24/02 from http://www.longrange.town.bolton.ma.us/, “The Web Site of the Long Range Planning Committee of the town of Bolton, Massachusetts”).  Changes (in blue italics) and deletions (struck through) are relative to the what is posted on the website.

Effectivity.  Upon adoption and ratification in accordance with Chapter 40, Section 32 (Validation of by-laws; procedure).

The charter of the Bolton Long Range Planning Committee (LRPC) is the generation of a comprehensive Long Range Plan for Bolton due by the 2004 Annual Town Meeting.  The cornerstone of the planning process is a vision based on the input of citizens, civic organizations and Town government. Based on this vision, the scope will include the major elements in the development of the Town including municipal facilities, schools, land use/open space, transportation infrastructure, municipal services, housing, water & sewer, commercial presence and the character of the Town. A financial model will be used to help balance priorities and determine the financial implications of the recommendations in the Plan.
Or to do or act thereto.

Sponsor:
Citizens’ Petition

Advisory Committee Recommendation:  Disapproved
Article 17: 
Citizens’ Petition – Establish a Future Water Needs Committee

Motion not made,  therefore, no action taken.

To see if the Town will agree to establish a Future Water Needs Committee, whose charter shall expire in one year from this Annual Town Meeting.  Grounds for this committee is based in Goal 2 of the 1998 Open Space and Recreation Report.

Composition:  The Future Water Needs Committee shall consist of seven members consisting of the chairs of Planning Board, Board of Health, Conservation Commission and four other registered voters of the Town of Bolton appointed by the Board of Selectmen.  Term of appointment shall be one year, expiring at the 2004 Annual Town Meeting.

Mission:  To identify the Towns’ near future water needs and to draft a plan to prioritize areas necessary to meet future water needs.

Reporting:  The Future Water Needs Committee shall publish quarterly reports on the last day of May, August, November 2003 and February, 2004.

Effectivity.  Upon adoption and ratification in accordance with Chapter 40, Section 32 (Validation of by-laws; procedure).

Or to do or act thereto. 

Sponsor:
Citizens’ Petition

Advisory Committee Recommendation:  Disapproved

Article  18:  
Inclusionary Housing

The Town voted to amend the Zoning Bylaws of the Town of Bolton by adding a new Section 2.5.9, Inclusionary Housing, as follows.
2.5 9 INCLUSIONARY HOUSING

2.5.9.1  Purpose and Intent

The purpose of this Bylaw is to outline and implement a coherent set of policies and objectives for the development of affordable housing in compliance with the Bolton Affordable Housing Plan, MGL c. 40B sec. 20-23 and ongoing programs within the Town of Bolton to promote a reasonable percentage of housing that is affordable to moderate income buyers.  It is intended that the Affordable Housing Units (AHU) that result from this Bylaw be considered as Local Initiative Program (LIP) dwelling units in compliance with the requirements for the same as specified by the Department of Community Affairs, Division of Housing and Community Development and that said units count toward the Town’s requirements under MGL c. 40B, sec. 20-23.

2.5.9.2 Definitions 

1.  Affordable Housing Unit (AHU).  A dwelling unit available at a cost of no more than 30% of gross household income of households at or below 80% of The Metropolitan Statistical Area (MAS) which includes the Town of Bolton (the Bolton MSA) median income as reported by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, including units listed under MGL 40B sections 20-24 and the Commonwealth’s Local Initiative Program.

2.  Qualified affordable housing unit purchaser.  An individual or family with household incomes that do not exceed 80% of the median income, with adjustments for household size, as reported by the most recent information from the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) and/or the Massachusetts Department of Housing and Community Development (DHCD).

3.  Special Permit Granting Authority (SPGA).  The SPGA shall either be the Planning Board (if the project is a regular Major Residential Subdivision, FOSPRD or regular development on a combination of ANR and/or Backland lots (and the affordable units considered as Local Initiative Program (LIP) dwelling units) or the Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) if the project is brought forth as a “friendly 40B” project and is required to follow Comprehensive Permit guidelines.  

4.  Off-Site.  Off-site shall mean fully buildable lots not contiguous to the primary development as of the date of transfer or application, whichever is applicable, located within the Town of Bolton.

5.  Rehabilitated.  Pre-existing legal housing stock (no non-conforming pre-existing structures shall be allowed in this definition) located in Bolton that is not under affordable guidelines that has been renovated to current State Building Codes and Bolton Board of Health Rules and Regulations as may be required for the purpose of use as an Affordable Housing Unit.
2.5.9.3 Applicability

1.  Division of Land.  This Bylaw shall apply to the division of contiguous land held in single or common ownership into eight (8) or more lots.  The conditions of this Bylaw will apply to the special permit required and issued for land divisions under MGL c. 40A sec. 9 as well as for “conventional” or “grid” divisions allowed by MGL c. 41 sec. 81-L and sec. 81-U, including those divisions of land that do not require subdivision approval.  This bylaw therefore applies to Section 2.3.6 (Farmland and Open Space Planned Residential Development) and Section 2.3.7 (Major Residential Development) of the Zoning Bylaws.

2.  Multiple Dwelling Units.  This Bylaw shall apply to the constructions of eight (8) or more dwelling units, whether on one or more contiguous parcels, and shall require a special permit from the Board of Appeals.

3.  The provisions of Section 2.5.9.3(2) shall apply to the construction of eight (8) or more dwelling units on individual lots if said eight (8) or more lots held in single or common ownership.

4.  To prevent the intentional segmentation of projects designated to avoid the requirements of this Bylaw, parcels held in single or common ownership and are subsequently divided into eight (8) or more lots cannot later defeat the requirements of this Bylaw.

2.5.9.4  Mandatory Provision of Affordable Units

The SPGA, as a condition of approval of any development referred to in Sections 2.5.9.3, require that the applicant for special permit approval comply with the obligation to provide affordable housing pursuant to this Bylaw and more fully described in Section 2.5.9.5.

2.5.9.5  Provision of Affordable Units

The SPGA shall deny any application for a special permit for development if the Applicant for special permit approval does not comply, at a minimum, with the following requirements for affordable units:

1. The maximum housing cost for affordable units created under this Bylaw is as established by the Commonwealth’s Division of Housing and Community Development or as revised by the Town.

2.  One (1) in every eight (8) buildable lots in a division of land or one (1) in every eight (8) units in a multiple unit development subject to this Bylaw shall be established as AHU’s in any one or combination of methods provided below.  Fractions of a lot or dwelling unit will not be rounded up to the next whole number.  For reference, the following schedule is provided for allocating affordable units given a particular range of total lots in a subdivision or total units in a multiple unit development.  This schedule is given for reference:


Total Lots / Units


Affordable Lots / Units Established


8 to 15






1


16 to 23





2


24 to 31





3


32 to 39





4


40 to 47





5


48 to 55





6


56 to 63





7


64 to 71





8




and so on…

3.  The AHU(s) shall be constructed or rehabilitated on the locus subject to the special permit.

4.  The AHU(s) constructed or rehabilitated on a locus different than the one subject to the special permit (see Section 2.5.9.9). 

5.   an equivalent fees-in-lieu of payment and/or donation of land in fee simple may be made (See Section 2.5.9.12, below).

The applicant may offer, and the SPGA may accept, any combination of the Section 2.5.9.5.(3)-(5) requirements provided that in no event shall the total number of units or land area provided be less than the equivalent number or value of affordable units required by this Bylaw.

2.5.9.6 Provisions Applicable to AHU’s On- and Off-Site
1.  Siting of AHU’s - All affordable units created under this Bylaw shall be situated within the development so as not to be in less desirable locations than market-rate units in the development and shall, on average, be no less accessible to public amenities, such as open space, as the market-rate units.

2.  Minimum design and construction standards for affordable units – AHU’s within market rate developments shall be integrated with the rest of the development, shall be externally undistinguishable from the market rate units and compatible construction and quality of materials with other units.  

3.  Timing of construction or provision of affordable units or lots.  The SPGA will impose conditions on the special permit requiring construction of affordable housing according to a specified time table, so that, affordable housing units shall be provided coincident to the development of market-rate units, but in no event shall the development of affordable units be delayed beyond the schedule noted below: 

Development Schedule:

Market-rate Unit (% BUILT)     Affordable Housing Unit (% COMPLETED)


Up to 30%

None required


30% to 50%

At least 30%


50% to 75%

At least 75%


75% or more

100%

Fractional units will be rounded up to the nearest whole number.  The actual development schedule for the availability of affordable units and/or the donation of land / fees-in-lieu will be detailed in the special permit decision rendered by the SPGA.

2.5.9.7  Local Preference  

The SPGA shall require the applicant to comply with local preference requirements, if any, as established by the Board of Selectmen and/or the Bolton Affordable Housing Partnership. 
2.5.9.8  Marketing Plan for Affordable Units

Applicants under this Bylaw shall submit a marketing plan or other method approved by the SPGA, to the SPGA for approval, which describes how the affordable units will be marketed to potential homebuyers.  This plan shall include a description of the lottery or other process to be used for selecting buyers.  The plan shall be in conformance to DHCD rules and regulations.

2.5.9.9  Provision of Affordable Housing Units Off-Site

As an alternative to the requirements of Section 2.5.9.5(2)-(3), and subject to the approval of the SPGA, an applicant subject to the Bylaw may develop, construct or otherwise provide affordable units equivalent to those required by Section 2.5.9.5(2)-(3) on an alternate site in the Town Of Bolton and approved by SPGA.  All requirements of this Bylaw that apply to on-site provision of affordable units, shall apply to provision of off-site affordable units.  In addition, the location of the off-site units to be provided shall be approved by the SPGA as an integral element of the special permit review and approval process.

2.5.9.10 Maximum Incomes and Selling Prices:  Initial Sale
To ensure that only eligible households purchase AHU’s, the purchaser of an affordable unit shall be required to submit copies of the last three years’ federal and state income tax returns and certify, in writing and prior to transfer of title, to the developer of the housing units or his/her agent, and within thirty (30) days following transfer of title, to the Bolton Housing Authority or to another authority as determined by the SPGA, that his/her or their family’s annual income level does not exceed the maximum level as established by the Commonwealth’s Division of Housing and Community Development, and as may be revised from time to time.

The maximum price of the AHU’(s) created under this Bylaw is established by DHCD under the Local Initiative Program (LIP) guidelines in effect at the time the unit(s) is built.

2.5.9.11  Preservation of Affordability; Restrictions on Resale

Each affordable unit created in accordance with this Bylaw shall have the following limitations governing its resale.  The purpose of these limitations is to preserve the long-term affordability of the unit and to ensure its continued availability for affordable income households.  The resale controls shall be established through a deed restriction, acceptable to DHCD, on the property, recorded at the Worcester County Registry of Deeds or the Land Court, and shall be in force for a period of ninety-nine (99) years.

1.  AHU’(s) Resale Price:  Sales beyond the initial sale to a qualified purchaser shall not exceed the maximum sales price as determined by the DHCD for affordability within the Town of Bolton at the time of resale.

2.  Right of first refusal to purchase - The purchaser of an AHU developed as a result of this Bylaw shall agree to execute a deed rider prepared by the Town, granting, among other things, the Town of Bolton’s right of first refusal for a period not less than one hundred and eighty (180) days to purchase the property or assignment thereof, in the event that, despite diligent efforts to sell the property, a subsequent qualified purchaser cannot be located.

3.  The SPGA shall require, as a condition for special permit approval under this Bylaw, that the deeds to the AHU’s contain a restriction that any subsequent renting or leasing of said AHU shall not exceed the maximum rental price as determined by the DHCD for affordability within the Town of Bolton. 

4.  The SPGA shall require, as a condition for special permit approval under this Bylaw, that the applicant comply with the mandatory set-asides and accompanying deed restrictions on affordability, including the execution of the deed rider noted in this Section 2.5.9.11. The Zoning Enforcement Officer shall not issue a building permit for any affordable unit until the deed restriction is recorded at the Worcester County Registry of Deeds or the Land Court.

5.  The Bolton Housing Authority or other 501 (C)(3) fund as determined by the SPGA will be the authority that will monitor, oversee and administer the details for all resale of any affordable units created under this Bylaw.

 2.5.9.12  Donation of Land and/or Fees-in-Lieu of Affordable Housing Unit Provision

As an alternative to the requirements of Section 2.5.9.5, and as allowed by law, an applicant may contribute a fee or land to the Bolton Affordable Housing Trust Fund or other 501(C)(3) fund as designated by the SPGA to be used for the development of affordable housing in-lieu of constructing and offering affordable units within the locus of the proposed development or off-site.  

1.  Calculation of fees-in-lieu of units.  The applicant for development subject to this by-law may pay fees in lieu of the construction or provision of affordable units is determined to be $200,000 per unit.  For example, if the applicant is required to construct two affordable income units, he/she may opt to pay $400,000 in lieu of constructing or providing the units.  Unless and until adjusted by Town Meeting, the fee in lieu of the construction of affordable units shall increase three (3%) percent every twelve months from the effective date of this by-law.

2.  Schedule of fees-in-lieu of payments.  Fees in lieu of payments shall be paid according to the schedule set forth in Section 2.5.9.6(3) above.

3.  An applicant may offer, and the SPGA, in concert with the Board of Selectmen, may accept, donations of land in fee simple, on or off-site, that the SPGA determines are suitable for the construction of affordable housing units concurrently or in the future.  The value of donated land shall be equal to or greater than 115% of the construction or set-aside of affordable units.  

The SPGA shall require, prior to accepting land as satisfaction of the requirements of this by-law, that the applicant submit two (2) appraisals of the land in question (future values may be taken into account in this appraisal), as well as other data relevant to the determination of equivalent value.  The applicant must also supply certified information that the land to be donated will support the required number of dwelling units per current Bolton Zoning Bylaws, Bolton Board of Health regulations and Bolton Conservation Commission requirements as of the date of transfer (i.e.; the land is buildable).








VOTE:    declared 2/3 majority IN FAVOR
Sponsor:
Planning Board

Planning Board Report:  The Planning Board held a duly noticed meeting on March 12, 2003 and voted to make the following recommendation:  The Planning Board voted unanimously that the Town vote YES on this article.
Advisory Committee Recommendation:  Approved
Article  19:
Skateboard and Bike Park
Amendment 1, Article 19:  Motion made to insert after “To see if the Town will vote”…the following words:   “pursuant to MGL. Chapter 40, Sec. 15A, to authorize the conveyance of a 20,000 square foot parcel, more or less, of the Derby Land Purchase of 1970, assessors parcel 4C-4, to the care, custody and control of the Parks and Recreation Commission,”….(rest of the article as is.

Amendment 1 withdrawn before a vote.

The Town voted to create a skateboard and BMX bicycle park, to be located on the town-owned open land that extends from "Derby Soccer Field" to Berlin Road; said park to be created from private funds and donated labor and materials; and will be designed and operated by the Parks and Recreation Commission.



VOTE:   Yes  124,   No  61









passed 2/3 majority IN FAVOR
Sponsor:    Parks and Recreation Commission
Advisory Committee Recommendation:   Approved

Article   20: 
Citizens’ Petition – Main Street Corridor Overlay District

Amendment 1, Article 20:    Motion to change the number of the section to 2.5.10

Vote on amendment:





VOTE:   simple majority IN FAVOR

Motion made to refer article to the Planning Board to study and report back to next town meeting. 






VOTE:   simple majority IN FAVOR

Main Street Corridor Overlay District

Add new Section 2.5.9. as follows:


2.5.9.  Main Street Corridor Overlay District Zoning Bylaw


2.5.9.1.  Establishment and Scope.  There is hereby established the Main Street Corridor Overlay District which shall be governed by the regulations and procedures specified in this Section 2.5.9.  It is the intent of this section that these regulations will apply to a single area described generally as the Main Street Corridor.


2.5..9.2.  Boundaries.  The Main Street Corridor Overlay District shall consist of a corridor containing all of the land between two lines, each parallel with Main Street (State Highway 117) and running the full length of Main Street, 200 feet north and 200 feet south, respectively, of the center line of Main Street.


2.5.9.3.  General Purposes.  The general purpose of this Section 2.5.9. is to augment existing zoning regulations to respond to the unique problems and pressures for change particular to Main Street.  The regulations in this Section provide for more careful public scrutiny of development proposals that may be expected to arise due to the extremely heavy through traffic now experienced and expected to be experienced on Main Street, as such proposals will impact existing uses along and adjacent to Main Street, and as they will exacerbate an already dangerous traffic situation.  In addition it is a purpose of this Section to maintain the present diversity of residential and community uses, as well as commercial uses that are of limited scale and directed to servicing the local population as contrasted with drive-through highway traffic.  It is intended to encourage through traffic to continue to flow without stops necessitating exiting and entering Main Street, to facilitate access to Main Street by Bolton residents, to reduce vehicular back-ups during peak traffic hours, and to refrain from necessitating more traffic lights than safety considerations already dictate. 


2.5.9.4.  Specific Purposes.  The specific purposes of this Section shall be the following:


a.  To preserve the historical character of the environs of Main Street, particularly the environs of Federal Period and Nineteenth Century residences.


b.  To preserve the dignity, architectural integrity, and scenic surroundings of the municipal facilities on Main Street, namely Town Hall, Police Station, Nashoba Valley Regional High School, Bolton Public Library, and Emerson School and its adjacent park.

c. To preserve and protect the environs of the religious facilities on Main Street.


d.  To preserve the landscaped and wooded set backs of existing industrial uses.


e.  To limit the expansion of non-conforming highway oriented, traffic flow impeding existing uses such as gasoline service stations and retail uses other than those designed and intended primarily for the convenience of Bolton residents.


f.  To prevent the introduction of new uses designed or intended to attract pass-through highway traffic.


g.  To protect the environs and residential character of streets intersecting Main Street.


h.  To discourage the conversion of residential to commercial uses.


2.5.9.5.  Prohibited Uses.  The following uses, except as existing nonconforming uses, shall be prohibited in the Main Street Corridor Overlay District in addition to any uses that are already prohibited under the provisions of the base zoning:


a.  Fast Food Establishments, which shall mean establishments designed, intended, or operated with any one or more of the following characteristics: 

(i) In such a manner that less than 80% of the revenues from food sales is attributable to food consumed on the premises.

(ii) Offering Fast Order Food, which shall mean food (a) primarily intended for immediate consumption rather than as an ingredient in or component of meals, (b) available upon a short waiting time, and (c) packaged or presented so that it can be readily eaten outside the premises.

(iii) Not providing nondisposable plates, cups, and utensils to all patrons.

(iv) Not providing printed individual menus for all patrons.

(v) Not providing at least 75% of seating at free standing tables.

(vi) Offering window service, whether on a standee or drive-through basis.

(vii) Providing fewer on-site parking spaces than are likely necessary to accommodate anticipated peak-use patronage.


b.  Gasoline stations other than existing stations, which shall have a non-conforming status.


c.  Automobile repair facilities other than in existing facilities, which shall have a non-conforming status.


d.  Sales facilities for vehicles, motorcycles, boats, or parts or equipment for same.


e. Bars or other establishments primarily directed to the sale and consumption of alcoholic beverages.


f.  Dance halls, theaters, or other places of public entertainment, but this clause shall not prohibit such uses in religious facilities or municipal buildings.


g.  Retail buildings larger than 5,000 square feet of gross floor area, including areas for sales, service, inventory, loading, processing, and employee use.


2.5.9.6.  Off Street Parking.  Off street parking shall conform to the following requirements:


a.  The Bolton Police Department shall have certified to the Board of Selectmen that the proposed location of any use in the Main Street Corridor and its entrance and exit locations and design shall be safe and shall not increase Main Street traffic hazards.


b.  No parking shall be permitted in front of residential buildings, between residential buildings that are within 100 feet of one another, or within 100 feet of the fronts or sides of residential buildings or the boundaries of parcels of land containing municipal or religious buildings.


c.  Any parking facility for more than five vehicles shall be screened from Main Street and from any abutting residential, religious, or municipal property by a ten foot wide strip of densely planted vegetation at least 15 feet in height.


d.  No parking facility shall exceed the lesser of the reasonably projected number of vehicle spaces for patrons required to be accommodated at a single time, or 25 vehicles.


2.5.9.7.  Expansion of Existing Buildings and Parking.  The expansion or enlargement of any existing building or parking area other than residential buildings, religious buildings or buildings accessory to religious buildings, or municipal buildings and parking area adjacent thereto, shall require a Special Permit granted by the Planning Board.  In determining whether to grant such a permit the Planning Board shall take into consideration and carry out the General and Specific Purposes of this Section and shall comply with the provisions of this Section respecting Prohibited Uses, Off Street Parking, and Signs.


2.5.9.8.  Signs.  Signs shall conform to the requirements of Section 2.4.2, but any sign non-conforming as to size shall be required to conform when the business advertised is discontinued.  

Sponsor:
Citizens’ Petition

Planning Board Comment: The Planning Board held a duly noticed meeting on March 27, 2003 and voted to make the following recommendation:  Three (3) votes in favor to recommend a YES vote;  Two (2) votes in favor to recommend a NO vote.

Planning Board members voting for a YES recommendation cited that the bylaw was a good start to begin the process for defining the types of businesses (and restrictions) to be allowed on Main Street (Route 117).  Further refinement of this bylaw would be needed.

The applicant made the statement that further investigation and study was needed to validate many of the assumptions contained in the bylaw text.

Planning Board members voting for a NO recommendation cited the fact that the current draft of the bylaw could not be backed up by any research and that the bylaw would affect the entire length of Route 117 through the Town of Bolton (where a number of parcels were already zoned for some sort of business activity).  There was discussion that the overlay district should encompass only a limited stretch of Route 117.  There has been no debate or discussion among any of the affected landowners in question.   The Planning Board members voting NO suggested that this bylaw be withdrawn until further work and investigation was performed. 

Advisory Committee Recommendation:  Disapproved

Article 21: 
Citizens’ Petition – Fast Food Zoning By-Law

Motion made to take no action on Article 21


VOTE:    unanimous IN FAVOR

Fast Food Zoning By-Law

A.   Add new Section 2.5.10 (or 2.5.9 if Main Street Corridor Overlay is not used)

2.5.10 Fast Food Establishments


Special Permits may be granted by the Planning Board for Fast Food Establishments following a public hearing provided that all of the following findings are made:


1.  Adequate parking spaces exist on site for peak hour patronage as demonstrated by independent, third party consultant statistics, paid for by applicant, of customer volume as related to type of location and size of operations.


2.  No likelihood exists of parking by patrons on Main Street.


3.  The Bolton Police Department has certified that the proposed location of the business and its entrance and exit locations and design will be safe, will not increase Main Street traffic hazards, and will not appreciably slow Main Street traffic flow.


4.  No likelihood exists that the operation will produce litter on Bolton road.


5.  The historical character of Main Street, particular the environs of

(i) Federal Period and Nineteenth Century residences,

(ii) Municipal facilities, namely Town Hall, Police Station, the High School, the Library and Emerson School with its park,

(iii) Religious Facilities, and

(iv) Landscaped and wooded setbacks of existing industrial uses,

will not be noticeable impacted.


6. Parking on site will be screened from Main Street and from all abutters by a ten foot wide strip of densely planted vegetation and least 15 feet in height.


7.  On site parking spaces will not exceed 20 in number.


8.  No abutting or nearby residence or business will be impacted or inconvenienced in its or their access to their own home or property, nor will their properties be downgraded in market value.


9.  All trash will be contained neatly on site with pick up and disposal.


10.  The sign requirements of Section 2.4.2 shall be strictly complied with and no temporary signs or displays of any kind shall be contemplated or permitted, including but not limited to flags, banners, movable signs, barrels, or folding signs.


11.  No night floodlighting will be installed, and no lights facing Main Street

B.  In the “Types of Uses” scheduled in Section 2.3.4 add, after “Restaurant” the category “Fast Food Establishments,” and show as a prohibited use in all districts except Business Districts and as a Special Permit Use in Business Districts.

C.  Add the following new definition in Section 2.6: 

Fast Food Establishment - A food sales establishment designed, intended, or operated with any one or more of the following characteristics:

(i) In such a manner that less than 80% of the revenues from food sales is attributable to food consumed on the premises.

(ii) Offering Fast Order Food, which shall mean food (a) primarily intended for immediate consumption rather than as an ingredient in or component of meals, (b) available upon a short waiting time, and (c) packaged or presented so that it can be readily eaten outside the premises.

(iii) Not providing nondisposable plates, cups, and utensils to all patrons.

(iv) Not providing printed individual menus for all patrons

(v) Not providing at least 75% of seating at free standing tables.

(vi) Offering window service, whether on a standee or drive-through basis.

(vii) Providing fewer on-site parking spaces than are likely necessary to accommodate anticipated peak-use patronage.

Sponsor:
Citizens’ Petition

Planning Board Report:  The Planning Board held a duly noticed meeting on March 27, 2003 and voted to make the following recommendation:  The Planning Board voted four (4) to one (1) that the Town vote NO on this article.  The restrictions are much too broad.  While the intent of the bylaw is to shunt any national chain of “fast food” to establish a beachhead in the Town of Bolton, this bylaw would restrict any person or organization  from opening any sort of gourmet establishment where a majority of the business would possibly be classified as “pick up and eat at home”.   It would also exclude any sort of gourmet sandwich, luncheon or coffee shop.

The Planning Board voting in the majority also expressed concern that the criteria to grant a permit for a “Fast Food Establishment” are so onerous that no such establishment could ever meet the criteria.  It is felt that the Massachusetts Attorney General would not approve this bylaw if passed by the Town.

Advisory Committee Recommendation:  Disapproved
Article 22:
Citizen’s Petition – Fast Food Zoning By-Law

Motion made to take no action on Article 22 
VOTE:    simple majority IN FAVOR

Fast Food Zoning By-Law

In the “Types of Uses” schedule in Section 2.3.4 add, after “Restaurant” the category “Fast Food Establishments,” and show as a prohibited use in all Districts.

Add the following definition in Section 2.6:


Fast Food Establishments - A food sales establishment designed, intended, or operated with any one or more of the following characteristics: 

(i) In such a manner that less than 80% of the revenues from food sales is attributable to food consumed on the premises.

(ii) Offering Fast Order Food, which shall mean food (a) primarily intended for immediate consumption rather than as an ingredient in or component of meals, (b) available upon a short waiting time, and (c) packaged or presented so that it can be readily eaten outside the premises.

(iii) Not providing nondisposable plates, cups, and utensils to all patrons.

(iv) Not providing printed individual menus for all patrons

(v) Not providing at least 75% of seating at free standing tables.

(vi) Offering window service, whether on a standee or drive-through basis.

(vii) Providing fewer on-site parking spaces than are likely necessary to accommodate anticipated peak-use patronage.

Sponsor:
Citizens’ Petition

Planning Board Report:  The Planning Board held a duly noticed meeting on March 27, 2003 and voted to make the following recommendation:  The Planning Board voted four (4) to one (1) that the Town vote NO on this article.  The restrictions are much too broad.  While the intent of the bylaw is to shunt any national chain of “fast food” to establish a beachhead in the Town of Bolton, this bylaw would restrict any person or organization  from opening any sort of gourmet establishment where a majority of the business would possibly be classified as “pick up and eat at home”.   It would also exclude any sort of high-end sandwich, luncheon or coffee shop.

Advisory Committee Recommendation:  Disapproved

Article 23:
Acquire Option to Purchase Stephenson Land 

The Town voted to support the action of the Bolton Conservation Commission, with the approval of the Board of Selectmen, under the authority of Massachusetts General Laws, chapter 40, section 8C, to enter into an Option to Purchase property, owned by Phyllis M. Stephenson, and the Estate of Howard W. Stephenson, consisting of seventy-seven (77) acres more or less of land shown as Parcel 26 on Bolton Assessors Map 5D, which property is recorded in a deed at the Worcester County Registry of Deeds at Book 11966, Page 93; for consideration of $3,500.00 (Three thousand five hundred dollars) to be transferred from the Conservation Fund, which consideration shall be applied to the purchase price but shall not be refundable should the Option to Purchase not be exercised; and said Option to Purchase shall expire on July 1, 2004. 

VOTE:    simple majority IN FAVOR

Sponsor:
Conservation Commission

Advisory Committee Recommendation:  Approved

Article 24: 
Amendment to Nashoba Regional Agreement  
 

The Town voted to approve the following amendments to the Nashoba Regional School District Regional Agreement: (deletions are (in parentheses and italics); additions are underlined).

THE NASHOBA REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT

Section 1. (A) The powers and duties of the regional school district shall be vested in and exercised by a regional school district committee, sometimes referred to as the committee. The committee shall consist of eight members: three from the town of Lancaster, three from the town of Stow and two from the town of Bolton. Such committee had members elected at the 2001 annual election of each town as follows: Bolton: two members, one for a term of three years and one for a term of two years; Lancaster: three members, one for a term of one year, one for a term of two years, and one for a term of three years; Stow: three members, one for a term of one year, one for a term of two years, and one for a term of three years. At the expiration of each term set forth above, each town will elect a member for a term of three years. 
(B) If a vacancy occurs among the members of the committee, the selectmen and the remaining members of the committee from the town involved, acting jointly, shall appoint a new member by ballot within one (1) month after the vacancy occurs to serve until the next town election, at which time a new member will be elected to serve the remainder of the vacated term.

(C) The population of the participating town shall be determined every five (5) years in accordance with the town’s annual census as certified by the respective town clerks.  The census will be reviewed by the Regional District School Committee to determine if the number of representatives elected from each town is within the standard 10-16% deviation in compliance with the one person – one vote ruling.

(D) If the population in a participating town results in a change in the number of members to be elected to the Regional District School Committee, such change shall be effective at the annual town election following the certification of the census.

LOCATION AND LEASE OF SCHOOLS

(AMENDED MARCH 1994)

Section 2.  (A) The Regional District schools serving students from all district towns shall be located as near as feasible to the geographic and population centers of the District, except that any new school constructed for the purpose of accommodating pupils primarily from a particular member town shall be located in that town.

(B) The town of Bolton is hereby authorized to lease to the Regional School District all the premises and buildings presently known as the Emerson School (including the 1952 + 1972 sections, excluding the 1922 section) and the Florence Sawyer School.  The town of Lancaster is hereby authorized to lease to the Regional School District all the premises and buildings presently known as the Mary Rowlandson Elementary School and the Luther Burbank Middle School.  The town of Stow is hereby authorized to lease to the Regional School District all the premises and buildings presently known as the (1) Hale School, (2) Center School, (3) Pompositticut School, and (4) the Stone Building.  Each of the leases authorized above shall be for a term not in excess of twenty (20) years and the term shall commence on July 1, 1994.  Each of the leases shall contain a provision for the extension of the term thereof for an additional term not in excess of twenty (20) years, renewable at any time during the term, at the option of the Regional District School Committee.  Each of the leases shall contain provisions authorizing the Regional School District to insure, repair, improve, alter or remodel any of the leased buildings.  Alterations or changes to any leased property can only be made with the concurrence of the leasing town.  No rental shall be charged to the District by any of the participating towns except as hereinafter provided.  

If the Regional District School Committee shall assign any pupils residing in any one (1) or more participating towns to attend any of the aforementioned leased schools of another town on which any funded indebtedness remains outstanding the town of residence of such pupils shall be charged a rental fee at the rate of net cost per pupil per school year for each pupil so assigned.  The rental shall be paid to the Regional School District by the town of residence of such pupils within thirty (30) days after the date of billing by the said Committee and the said Committee shall transmit said payment to the town of ownership of the school to which such students have been assigned.

In the event of withdrawal of any of the participating towns from the District, the above-mentioned leases shall be terminated at the time of such withdrawal.  Each lease involving a participating town shall be on such other terms as may be determined by the Selectmen thereof and the Regional District School Committee who shall execute the lease for the participating town and the Regional School District, respectively.

New school facilities built by member towns shall be subject to the leasing terms as outlined above.  When facilities are no longer used for education purposes, the lease for that facility is terminated.
TYPE OF DISTRICT

(AMENDED MARCH 1994)

Section 3.  The Regional School District shall include all grades from kindergarten through grade twelve (12). (The Committee shall assume jurisdiction over the pupils in grades kindergarten through grade eight (8) on July 1, 1994, but nothing contained herein shall affect the obligation of the participating towns to provide education for the pupils in the aforesaid grades until July 1, 1994.)

METHOD OF APPORTIONING COSTS OF

THE REGIONAL SCHOOL

Section 4. (A)  Capital costs shall include all expenditures in the nature of capital outlay such as the cost of acquiring land, the costs of constructing, reconstructing, and adding to buildings, and the cost of remodeling or making extraordinary repairs to a school building or buildings, including without limitation the cost of the original equipment and furnishings for such buildings or additions, plans, architects’ and consultants’ fees, grading and other costs incidental to placing school buildings and additions and related premises in operating condition.  Capital costs shall also include payment of principals of and interest on bonds or other obligations issued by the District to finance capital costs.

(B) Operating costs shall include all costs not included in capital costs as defined in Section 4(A) but including interest on temporary notes issued by the District in anticipation of revenue.

(C) 1.  Capital costs, including debt service on bonds or notes issued by the District to finance capital costs, in connection with any particular District school shall be apportioned on the basis of each member town’s pupil enrollment in such school.  Each member town’s share shall be determined by computing the ratio which its pupil enrollment in such school on October 1 of the year next preceding the year for which the apportionment is made bears to the total pupil enrollment from all the member towns in such school on that date.  If there is not enrollment in such school on the aforesaid October 1, the apportionment of debt service with respect thereto shall be made on the basis of the estimated pupil enrollment from each member town in such school on the aforesaid date had there been any reenrollment, such estimate to be made by the Committee.

2. Incurring of indebtedness for the construction of new school facilities, including additions to existing school facilities, which are designed to serve students from one member town, shall be by vote of the voters of the member town so served, at an annual or special town meeting and said indebtedness shall be incurred by the member town so served and not the Regional School District.

3. Incurring of indebtedness for capital improvements or capital replacements for existing school facilities to serve students from one (1) member town shall be by vote of the voters of the member town so served, at an annual or special town meeting, and said indebtedness shall be incurred by the member town so served and not the Regional School District.
(OPERATING COSTS)

(AMENDED MARCH 1994)

(D)
Operating costs (for the fiscal year 1995 and for every fiscal year thereafter) shall be apportioned among the member towns on the basis of (their respective October 1, 1993 enrollment for fiscal year 1995; the average of October 1, 1993 and 1994 enrollment for fiscal year 1996; the average of October 1, 1993, 1994, and 1995 enrollment for fiscal year 1997; the average of October 1, 1993, 1994, 1995 and 1996 enrollment for fiscal year 1998; the average of October 1, 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, and 1997 enrollment for fiscal year 1999; and) the average of the previous five (5) years’ enrollment as of October 1 of each of the preceding years for fiscal year 2000 and thereafter.

Assessments to each town shall be said apportionment less the average percentage of Regional Aid, Transportation Aid, and any other reductions to the gross budget voted by the Regional School District, less each town’s allocation of Chapter 70 aid, but not less than each town’s minimum contribution required by the State.

(E) Payments of one-quarter of each town’s proportional part of the its assessment from the regional school district, including indebtedness, shall be made on the first day of each February, May, August, and November and in the manner prescribed by Statute.
(F) Within seven (7) days after the date on which the Regional District School Committee authorizes the incurring of debt, other than temporary debt in anticipation of revenue to be received from participating towns, the said Committee shall cause written notice of the date of said authorization, the sum authorized, and the general purpose or purposes for authorizing such debt, to be given to the Board of Selectmen of each participating town.

TRANSPORTATION

(AMENDED MARCH 1994)

Section 5.  (A) School Transportation shall be provided by the Regional School District and the cost thereof shall be apportioned to the participating towns as an operating cost.

(B) Students in pre-kindergarten through grade eight (8) shall attend schools in their town of residence except as hereinafter provided.

(C) The Regional District School Committee may assign by a majority vote students in grades six (6) through eight (8) to a school in other than their town of residence only after a favorable majority vote at an annual or special town meeting on the part of both sending and receiving towns involved in such an assignment.

(D) The Regional District School Committee may determine by a majority vote the need to assign elementary pupils to schools in other than their town of residence in case of an emergency which prevents use of a building whole or part, or with parent approval.  Any town whose students are assigned to any temporary school facilities will be responsible for all costs, including rental, building utilities cost, transportation beyond that normally provided under district contracts, and any equipment that might be associated with temporarily housing its students.
ADMISSION TO AND WITHDRAWAL

FROM THE DISTRICT

Section 6.  (A) Any town not included in the Regional School District may be admitted to the District by Majority vote of the Regional District School Committee and upon acceptance by the town of this Agreement with any amendments thereto and upon acceptance by the Town of the provision of Section sixteen through sixteen (I), inclusive, of Chapter 71, as amended, of the General Laws.  Upon admission of such a town, the costs of Section 4 plus subsequent acquisitions and improvements shall be reapportioned in accordance with Section 4 to all the towns now comprising the District as determined by the Regional District School Committee. The newly admitted town shall then assume liability for its entire share of the costs of Section 4 for the remaining terms of the funded indebtedness.  It shall pay to the Regional School District Treasurer an amount equal to the sum of its normal share of the costs of Section 4 plus its share of the funded indebtedness already retired divided by the number of years in the remaining life of the funded indebtedness.  Payments made by the newly admitted town for funded indebtedness already retired, shall be credited to the towns previously forming the District on the basis of over-payments made by them.  If no funded indebtedness exists the newly admitted town must pay to the Regional School District their percentage of student enrollment to the District total capital costs over a ten (10) year period.  Funds received for capital expenditures from any newly admitted town will be used to reduce assessments to the previous members of the Regional School District based on the average percent of each town’s enrollment over the life of the District (AMENDED MAY 1990)

(B) By a majority vote at a regular or special town meeting, any town in the Regional School District may withdraw from the District, provided that a majority of the remaining members of the Regional District School Committee so vote; and provided that the town desiring to withdraw has paid its portion of the remaining funded indebtedness and any other expenses for which it became liable as a member of the District.

The withdrawing town shall remain liable to the District for indebtedness of the District outstanding at the time of such withdrawal, and the interest thereon to the same extent and in the same manner as though such town had not withdrawn from the District; provided that such liability shall be reduced by any amount which such town has paid at the time of withdrawal and which has been applied to the payment of such indebtedness or interest.

The withdrawing town’s annual share of any future installment of principal and interest on obligations outstanding on the effective date of its withdrawal shall be fixed at the percentage prevailing for such town at the last annual apportionment made next prior to the effective date of the withdrawal. The remainder of any such installment after subtracting the share of any towns which have withdraw shall be apportioned to the remaining participating towns in the manner provided in Section 4 (C) and any amendments which may be made thereto.

AMENDMENTS

Section 7.  This Agreement may be amended by recommendation of the Regional District School Committee or by initiative Petition of 10% of the registered voters in the towns comprising the Regional School District, provided that such amendment is approved by majority vote in each of the towns comprising the District.  No such amendment shall be made which shall substantially impair the rights of the holders of any bonds or notes of the District then outstanding or the rights of the District to procure the means for payment thereof; provided, that this provision shall not prevent the admission of new towns to the District and the reapportionment accordingly of that part of the cost of construction represented by bonds or notes of the District then outstanding and of interest thereon.

BUDGET

(AMENDED MARCH 1983)

Section 8.  The Regional District School Committee shall, in accordance with Section 16B of Chapter 71 of the General Laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, prepare and adopt a budget and present this budget to each of the Towns comprising the District on or before March 15th for the next fiscal year, itemized as follows:

1. Administration

2. Instruction

3. Other School Services

4. Operation & Maintenance of School Plant

5. Fixed Charges

6. Community Service

7. Acquisition of Fixed Assets

8. Debt Retirement and Debt Services

9. Programs With Other Districts and Private Schools

10. Contingency

ADMISSION OF STUDENTS

(AMENDED MARCH 1994)

Section 9.  Students residing outside of the Regional School District may attend any of the schools in the District provided sufficient space is available as determined by the Regional District School Committee.  At any time the Regional District School Committee may vote not to accept students residing outside the District.

ORGANIZATION OF THE REGIONAL DISTRICT

SCHOOL COMMITTEE

Section 10.  (A) Within ten (10) days after selection of membership, the Regional District School Committee shall organize and choose by majority vote such officers as provided for by law, and determine their term of office.

Provisions shall be made for meetings, including an annual meeting at which the officers of the Committee shall be elected.  All meetings except those involving personal relations of pupils or employees of the Regional District School Committee shall be open to the public and the press.

(B) The Regional District School Committee, for and on behalf of the Regional School District, shall establish and maintain within the District a central office for the transaction of its business; the place to be determined by the Committee.  The Committee shall have the power to equip the same and to purchase such supplies as may be required in the transaction of its business.

(ORGANIZATION OF THE REGIONAL

SCHOOL DISTRICT)
(Section 11.  The Regional School District shall be deemed established when Acton and one (1) or more, or Lancaster and two (2) or more, or any four (4) of the Participating Towns, by majority vote, accept this Agreement and the provisions of Section sixteen through sixteen (I), inclusive of Chapter 71 of the General Laws, in accordance with the provisions of Section 15 of Chapter 71 of the General Laws.)

(COLLECTIVE BARGAINING CONTRACTS

(AMENDED MARCH 1994))

(Section 12.  Any teacher in any of the grades from kindergarten through grade eight (8) serving at the discretion of the local School Committee of a participating town on June 30, 1994, shall be employed by the Regional District School Committee to serve at its discretion.)

(All such employees shall initially be placed on the salary schedule of the Regional School District so that compensation to be paid shall be no less than the compensation received while previously serving at the discretion of a local School Committee.  Such school personnel shall also be given credit by the Regional District School Committee for all accumulated sick leave and accumulated sabbatical leave years of services while serving at the discretion of local School Committee.  (Chapter 71, S. 42B))

(Any other employee in the District, recommended by the local School Committee, will be employed by the Regional District School Committee for the fiscal 1995 year.)

AUDIT ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Section 11.  The school committee shall create an Audit Advisory Committee consisting of four (4) voting members:  one (1) from each town appointed jointly by the Selectmen and Finance Committee of that town and one (1) voting member appointed by the school committee, where that member shall not be a member of the school district’s administration. Each committee member must be independent of the financial reporting system of the district and should possess a reasonable level of financial literacy. The Audit Advisory Committee shall review the district’s financial reporting process and annual audit(s), both financial and compliance. 

It will be the responsibility of the Audit Advisory Committee to:
· Establish an understanding of the district’s financial reporting system through meetings and interviews with the district’s management and individual interviews with all members of the district’s financial reporting department.  The Audit Advisory Committee will also have the authority to request financial reports from the business office of the district showing detailed financial transactions, actual expenditures against budgets, summaries of all “off budget” financial operations, all liabilities incurred or anticipated, and balances of all bank accounts.  

· Recommend to the school committee the hiring of the accounting firm that audits the financial affairs of the school district.  The Audit Advisory Committee will recommend the scope of any audits performed, will meet with the auditors throughout the auditing process, and will receive any reports prepared by auditors.  

· Recommend to the school committee each year the amount of money required for auditing activities, and will recommend to the school committee expenditures from the auditing budget line item.  

· Report annually, after receiving the annual audit, or at other times it may deem appropriate, to the full school committee on the adequacy of the financial reporting system, outcomes of the annual audit and its recommendations for any changes in procedures.  In addition, the Audit Advisory Committee will conduct, at least annually, a public session designed to inform the citizens of the member towns about the district’s financial health.  

VOTE:    unanimous IN FAVOR

Sponsor:
Regional District School Committee
Advisory Committee Recommendation:  Approved

Article 25: 
Establishment of a Public Ways Safety Committee 


The Town voted to authorize the Board of Selectmen to appoint a Public Ways Safety Committee consisting of seven appointed members with terms of three years to identify, investigate and propose solutions to public ways safety concerns throughout the town, taking into account the scenic nature of our roads, the diversity of their users and the need to encourage commuter traffic onto appropriate roadways, said committee shall report to the Board of Selectmen and Planning Board at least one time per year and once in the Annual Town Report.

VOTE:    simple majority IN FAVOR

Sponsor:
Main Street Safety Task Group

Advisory Committee Recommendation:  Disapproved

Article 26: 
Citizens’ Petition - Roadside Path System  

Motion made to take no action on Article 26 
VOTE:    simple majority IN FAVOR

ROADSIDE PATH SYSTEM

To see if the Town will agree to appropriate $25,000 (Twenty five thousand dollars) for the fiscal year 2004 for the purpose of starting the development of a ‘roadside path’ system in the areas that are currently most dangerous to pedestrians, bicycles and other passive forms of recreation and transportation, and insure a planning process for future expansion of the existing sidewalk and new roadside path systems.

“Roadside path” is defined as a paved path separated either a physical barrier (mature trees, stonewalls, existing guardrails, etc.) or a distance of at least 10 feet from the edge of the paved highway.  

“Dangerous to pedestrians” is defined as areas of a roadway where 

· Passing is allowed, or 

· The posted speed limit is 40MPH or greater, or

· The width of the paved shoulder is less than 5 (five feet), and

· No sidewalk or roadside path currently exists 

Further, to instruct the Board or Selectmen and its Main Street Safety Task Group (or its successor) to develop a comprehensive plan similar to the Town of Lincoln, due by August 1, 2004, for a combination path and sidewalk system for pedestrian and bicycle safe passage adjacent to all town roads where

· The speed limit is in excess of 35MPH, or

· The width of the paved shoulder is less than 3 (three feet), and

· No sidewalk or roadside path currently exists.  
Further, to instruct the Department of Public Works, 

· In its fiscal 2005 budget and every year beyond to plan for improvement and maintenance of existing sidewalks and, including but not limited to removal of physical barriers (utility poles, signs, etc.) removal of natural obstructions (snow, overgrowth), and insuring a surface smoothness equivalent to or better than that of paved roads.

· In its fiscal 2005 budget and every year beyond to plan for future construction and maintenance of Bolton’s roadside path system.

· Apply to MassHighway, through its SEP or similar programs to fund future construction of Bolton’s roadside path system.

· Allocate 10% of its road construction and maintenance budget for the future construction of Bolton’s roadside path system.

Further, to instruct Planning Board to adopt a “Rule and Regulation” mechanism for new developments greater than 5 (five) houses that roadside paths are required in the order of conditions. 

Effectivity.  Upon adoption and ratification in accordance with MGL Chapter 40, Section 32 (Validation of by-laws; procedure).

Or to do or act thereto.

Sponsor:
Citizens’ Petition
Advisory Committee Recommendation:  Disapproved

Article  27:
Citizens’ Petition - Police Station
To see if the Town will raise and appropriate by borrowing pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws 44, Section 7, or other enabling authority, the sum of  $2,970,000 (Two million, nine hundred and seventy thousand dollars) for the purpose of design, construction and furnishing a new police/communication building on Town property; funds to be raised by borrowing for said purpose, and that the Treasurer, with approval of the Selectmen, be authorized to issue and sell notes or bonds thereof for a period as authorized by law, and that the Selectmen be authorized to expend said monies, provided that such appropriation shall be contingent upon the passage of a Proposition 2 ½ debt exclusion vote in accordance with the procedures set forth in General Laws Chapter 59, Section 21C(k); and that the Selectmen shall appoint a police station building committee of citizens of the Town empowered to obtain and review plans, obtain estimates of work, labor and materials, prepare specifications and bid proposals, and to work with the construction supervisor to ensure orderly, timely and quality construction, and report to the Selectmen as required to design and construct a new municipal police station; or do or act relating thereto.

VOTE:       DEFEATED:    Yes  78,  NO  122  

Sponsor:
Citizens’ Petition

Advisory Committee Recommendation:  Disapproved

Article 28: 
Citizens’ Petition – Add Paragraph h to Bylaw 2.4.2.2, Sign Characteristics

Motion made to indefinitely postpone the question: 

VOTE:    unanimous IN FAVOR

To see if the Town will agree to add paragraph h to bylaw 2.4.2.2, sign characteristics.  Additions are in blue italics, deletions are struck through.

The purpose of this warrant is to prohibit signs which are internally illuminated (example: boxed flourescent, etc.) and/or of man made material (example: plastic).

Effectivity.  Upon adoption and ratification in accordance with MGL Chapter 40,  Section 32 (Validation of by-laws; procedure).

	2.4.2.2
	No sign shall be oscillating, flashing, operated with moving parts or display the illusion of motion.  Signs shall be made from natural materials.  Any illumination shall not emanate from the sign itself (neon or internal fluorescent light); the source shall be external.  Illumination shall fall on the intended sign itself and never beyond and/or directly into the eyes of motorists in a public way.


Or to do or act thereto.

Sponsor:
Citizens’ Petition

Planning Board Report:  The Planning Board held a duly noticed meeting on March 27, 2003 and voted to make the following recommendation:  The Planning Board voted unanimously to recommend that the Town vote NO on this article.  The current bylaw governing sign regulations adequately covers the language suggested by the petition.

Advisory Committee Recommendation:  Approved
Article 29: 
Citizens’ Petition – Add Paragraph h to Bylaw to 2.4.2.3 Sign Characteristics

Motion made to indefinitely postpone the question: 

VOTE:    unanimous IN FAVOR

To see if the Town will agree to add paragraph h to bylaw 2.4.2.3, sign characteristics.  Additions are in blue italics, deletions are struck through.

The purpose of this warrant is to insure signs do not block drivers’ lines of site.

Effectivity.  Upon adoption and ratification in accordance with MGL Chapter 40,  Section 32 (Validation of by-laws; procedure).

	2.4.2.3
	No sign shall be closer than twenty (20) feet from the road pavement.  No sign shall be placed so as to block the view of the driver of a vehicle in a driveway near a public way or in the public way itself.


Or to do or act thereto.

Sponsor:
Citizens’ Petition

Planning Board Report:  The Planning Board held a duly noticed meeting on March 27, 2003 and voted to make the following recommendation:  The Planning Board voted unanimously to recommend that the Town vote NO on this article.  The current bylaw governing sign regulations adequately covers the language suggested by the petition.

Advisory Committee Recommendation:  Disapproved
Article 30: Citizens’ Petition – Add Paragraph h to Bylaw 1.1.5 General Provision Enforcement  

Motion made to indefinitely postpone the question: 

VOTE:    unanimous IN FAVOR

To see if the Town will agree to add paragraph h to bylaw 1.1.5, general provision enforcement.  The purpose of this warrant is to set a penalty for and add enforcement methodology for violation of the sign bylaw.

Effectivity.  Upon adoption and ratification in accordance with MGL Chapter 40,  Section 32 (Validation of by-laws; procedure).

h) Violation of any provision of section 2.4.2, sign regulations.


Penalty: $10 per day.

Enforcing Officer: Board of Selectmen..
Or to do or act thereto.

Sponsor:
Citizens’ Petition

Advisory Committee Recommendation:  Approved

Article 31: 
Citizens’ Petition – Weapons of Mass Destruction Resolution 

Bolton Town Meeting hereby resolves that:


1.  Weapons of mass destruction threaten every living creature, all civilization, every culture, and the natural world.


2.  Weapons of mass destruction should be subjected to universal, verified, progressive disarmament, enforced according to international law by democratically accountable international and regional agencies.


3.  Preemptive war will create a precedent of substituting military self-help for the collective, law-based security system that always has been this country’s stated policy.


4.  Preemptive war for the purpose of disarming one nation, waged by nations that reserve their own right do deploy weapons of mass destruction, will decrease security for everyone in the long run.


5.  While intrusive inspections and mobilized armed forces are in place, Iraq is not in a position to develop, deploy, or export weapons of mass destruction.


6.  International inspections to enforce compliance with non-proliferation and disarmament treaties are far more humane and cheaper than war and should be utilized increasingly to reduce all nations’ threats to the security of other nations.


7.  The President and Congress are urged to desist from preemptive war and to mobilize the vast resources and diplomacy that are being devoted toward planning, to create instead, a democratically accountable international security system in which all weapons of mass destruction will be progressively dismantled and outlawed.

The Town Clerk is directed to send a copy of this Resolution to the President of the United States, Senator Ted Kennedy, Senator John Kerry, and Congress Member Marty Meehan.

VOTE:   DEFEATED simple majority opposed

Sponsor:
Citizens’ Petition

Advisory Committee Recommendation:  No Recommendation

Article 32: 
Authorize Town Election

The Town voted to meet at the Town Hall in Bolton, on Monday, May 12, 2003 between the hours of 12 noon and 8 p.m. to elect by ballot the following officers.

ONE YEAR:
One Moderator, One Town Clerk, One Library Trustee;

THREE YEARS:  One member of the Board of Selectmen, One member of the Board of Health, One member of the Board of Assessors, One Library Trustee, One member of the Cemetery Committee, Two Parks & Recreation Commissioners, One Tax Collector, One member of the Nashoba Regional School District Committee, One Trustee of the Francis E. Whitcomb Benevolent Fund, One Commissioner of Trust Funds;

FOUR YEARS:  One member of the Housing Authority;

FIVE YEARS:  One member of the Planning Board, One member of the Housing Authority;
and to vote on the following questions: 

1).
Shall the Town of Bolton be allowed to assess an additional $250,000 (Two hundred fifty thousand dollars) in real estate and personal property taxes for the purpose of funding the actions as voted at the Town Meeting for the fiscal year beginning July first two thousand and three.  Yes ___  No ___

2).
Shall the Town of Bolton be allowed to exempt from the provisions of proposition two and one-half so called, the amounts required to pay for the bond issued in order to fund Bolton’s portion of the Nashoba Regional School District School Deficit Bond?  Yes___  No___

3.)
Shall the Town of Bolton be allowed to exempt from the provisions of proposition two and one-half, so called, the amounts required to pay for the bond issued in order to design, construct and furnish a new municipal police station?  Yes___ No___

4.) 
Shall the Town of Bolton vote to have its elected Tax Collector become an appointed Tax Collector?  Yes ___   No ___
VOTE:   unanimous IN FAVOR

Motion made to adjourn to Monday, May 19th @ 7 P.M., Nashoba Regional High School Auditorium. 






VOTE:    unanimous IN FAVOR

Monday, May 19, 2003

7:00 P.M.

The third night (May 19th) of the annual town meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M. by Moderator James Anker.  Motion was made to adjourn the meeting for a lack of a quorum.

VOTE:    unanimous IN FAVOR.
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