TOWN OF BOLTON

ANNUAL TOWN MEETING

Monday, May 1, 2000

Florence Sawyer School Auditorium


TOWN OF BOLTON

ANNUAL TOWN MEETING

Monday, May 1, 2000

Florence Sawyer School Auditorium

The meeting was called to order by the Moderator, Michael D’Orlando, at 7:03 p.m.  More than the quorum of 75 had been checked in.  (A total of 291 attended the meeting.)  The warrant was returned by a constable, Barbara Brown; and counters Lawrence Narhi, Ronald Travis, Edward Sayles, Hank Staake were duly sworn in.  National Honor Society members Jodi Janda, Blair Kanis, Lauren Schnare, and Jennifer Karey, were thanked for helping with the check-in process and running-of-the-microphones.

David Bosselait was thanked for his seven and one half years of service on the Planning Board.  Robert Blake was thanked during the meeting for his twenty-five years of service as Town Treasurer.

The Moderator reiterated the new procedure explained in the preface to the warrant: that the meeting would start at 7pm; and end by 10:30pm unless those remaining at 10pm voted to continue to conclusion.  After 25 minutes of debate on a question, the Selectmen would call the question to determine if discussion should continue further, or if the article should be voted.

Article 1:
Accept Reports

The Town voted to accept the reports of the Board of Selectmen, Treasurer, School Committee, Tax Collector, or any other Town officers, boards, or committees for the calendar year 1999.

Sponsor:
Board of Selectmen

Advisory Committee Recommendation:  Approved

VOTE:     PASSED


Unanimous in favor
Article 2
Ch. 53 Road Borrowing ($71,553.05)

The Town voted to authorize the Town Treasurer, with the approval of the Board of Selectmen, to borrow the sum of seventy-one thousand five hundred fifty-three dollars and five cents ($71,553.05) for road improvements, as requested by the Board of Selectmen, being the amount to be reimbursed by the state under Chapter 53 of the Acts of 1999, said borrowing to be made in accordance with the provisions of MGL c. 44, s. 6A; and to issue a note or notes therefore for a period not to exceed two (2) years.

Sponsor:
Department of Public Works

Advisory Committee Recommendation:  Approved

VOTE:     PASSED


Unanimous in favor
Article 3:
Ch. 127 Road Borrowing ($71,553.05)

The Town voted to authorize the Town Treasurer, with the approval of the Board of Selectmen, to borrow the sum of seventy-one thousand five hundred fifty-three dollars and five cents ($71,553.05) for road improvements, as requested by the Board of Selectmen, being the amount to be reimbursed by the state under Chapter 127 of the Acts of 1999, said borrowing to be made in accordance with the provisions of MGL c. 44, s. 6A; and to issue a note or notes therefore for a period not to exceed two (2) years.

Sponsor:
Department of Public Works

Advisory Committee Recommendation:  Approved

VOTE:     PASSED


Unanimous in favor
Article 4:
Appropriate Operating Budget ($10,466,765)

AMENDMENTS MADE TO ARTICLE 4 (Budget):

1. Amendment to reduce line 132 Reserve Fund by $52,000 to $73,000


VOTE:     PASSED


Declared majority in favor

2. Amendment to reduce line 190-5700 Buildings-other charges by $40,000 to $41,000

VOTE:     PASSED


Unanimous in favor

3.
Amendment to reduce line 171 Conservation Commission to FY2000 amounts

VOTE:     DEFEATED

Declared majority opposed

4.
Amendment to raise line 161-5101 Town Clerk Salary to requested amount of $30,000.

VOTE:     DEFEATED

Declared majority opposed

Notice to correct typographical error in line 241 Building Inspector and 292 Dog Officer.  The second Wage line for the assistants should be number 5113.

5.
Amendment to disapprove line 301 Nashoba Regional School District, Bolton Assessment.

(Motion to move the Question. VOTE:  PASSED
Declared 2/3rds majority in favor)

VOTE:     DEFEATED
Declared 2/3rds majority opposed

6.
Amendment to reduce line 302 Minuteman Regional Voc Tech $24,037 to $291,465

VOTE:     PASSED


Unanimous in favor

7.
Amendment to zero fund 433 Transfer Station

VOTE:     DEFEATED

Declared majority opposed

The Town voted as amended to appropriate the sum of ten million three hundred fifty thousand seven hundred twenty-eight dollars ($10,350,728), as set forth in the budget for the purposes of operating and maintaining the various departments of the Town, and to meet such appropriation:


a.
The sum of three hundred seventeen thousand nine hundred nineteen dollars ($317,919), to be transferred from available funds;


b.
The sum of one hundred twenty-five dollars ($125) from the Houghton Fund to be applied to the Nashoba Regional School District assessment;


c.
The sum of seven hundred fifty dollars ($750) from the Gerdon A. Brown Library Fund to be applied to the Library budget;


d.
The sum of Ten million thirty-one thousand nine hundred thirty-four dollars ($10,031,934) to be raised by taxation.

Sponsor:
Board of Selectmen

Advisory Committee Recommendation:  Approved

VOTE:     PASSED as amended
Declared majority in favor
Article 5:
Establish Council on Aging Director Position ($10,920)

The Town voted to establish the position of part-time Director for the Council on Aging; and further to raise and appropriate the sum of ten thousand nine hundred twenty dollars ($10,920) to line item 5101, Salary, under account 541, Council on Aging, in the FY2001 budget to cover the salary associated with this position; and to authorize the Personnel Committee to add this position at the appropriate grade in the Town of Bolton Salary Schedule.

Sponsor:
Council on Aging

Advisory Committee Recommendation:  Approved

VOTE:     PASSED


Declared majority in favor
Article 6:
Authorize and Activate Town Accountant Position ($1.00)

The Town voted to authorize the Board of Selectmen to appoint a town accountant, pursuant to MGL c. 41, s. 55 and to raise and appropriate the sum of one dollar ($1.00) to line item 5101, Salary, under account 135, Town Accountant.

Sponsor:
Board of Selectmen

Advisory Committee Recommendation:  Approved

VOTE:     PASSED


Unanimous in favor
Article 7:
Modify Senior Tax Rebate Program

The Town voted to modify its existing Senior Tax Rebate Program (STRP) by accepting the provisions of MGL c. 59, s. 5K, and authorizing the Board of Selectmen to establish a senior citizen property tax work-off program for the fiscal year 2001, in accordance with said statute.

Sponsor:
Senior Tax Rebate Program Board

Advisory Committee Recommendation:  Approved

VOTE:     PASSED


Unanimous in favor
Article 8:
Adopt Trash Disposal Fees & Regulations

The Town voted to require a fee for the disposal of trash at the Town transfer station effective July 1, 2000 at a rate of one dollar ($1.00) per thirty (30)-gallon sticker and fifty cents ($.50) per fifteen (15)-gallon sticker, such stickers to be sold by the Town or its agents; and to authorize the Board of Selectmen or its designee to establish appropriate rules, and set appropriate future fees.

Sponsor:
Board of Selectmen

Advisory Committee Recommendation:  Approved


VOTE:     PASSED


Declared majority in favor
Article 9:
Reduce School Committee Membership

The Town voted to authorize the Nashoba Regional School District Committee, on the Town’s behalf, to petition the Great and General Court of the Commonwealth to enact special legislation relative to the composition and election of the Nashoba Regional School District Committee substantially as follows: 


Section 1.  Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, the Nashoba Regional School District Agreement shall be amended by deleting therefrom the current Section 1.(A) and inserting in its place the following:


Section 1.(A)  The powers and duties of the Regional School District shall be vested in and exercised by a Regional School District Committee sometimes referred to as the Committee.  The Committee shall consist of eight (8) members, three (3) from the town of Lancaster, three (3) from the town of Stow and two (2) from the town of Bolton.  Such Committee shall be elected at the 2001 annual election of each town as follows:


Bolton:  Two (2) members to be elected one (1) for a term of three (3) years and one (1) for a term of two (2) years;


Lancaster:  Three (3) members to be elected, one (1) for a term of one (1) year, one (1) for a term of two (2) years, and one (1) for a term of three (3) years;


Stow:  Three (3) members to be elected, one (1) for a term of one (1) year, one (1) for a term of two (2) years, and one (1) for a term of three (3) years.


At the expiration of each term set forth above each town will elect a member for a term of three (3) years.


Upon the election of the school committee members in the 2001 annual election of each town as provided above, the office of the existing school committee members from that town shall terminate.


Section 2.  This Act shall take effect upon its passage.

Sponsor:
Nashoba Regional School District School Committee

Advisory Committee Recommendation:  Approved
VOTE:     PASSED


Unanimous in favor
Article 10:
Purchase DPW Sander ($116,240)

The Town voted to transfer from the Capital Reserve Fund the sum of sixteen thousand two hundred forty dollars ($16,240); and the Town Treasurer, with the approval of the Board of Selectmen, be, and hereby is, authorized to borrow, pursuant to MGL c. 44, s. 7, the sum not to exceed one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000) by issuing a note or notes for a period not more than five (5) years; said amounts to be expended by the Department of Public Works to purchase a new six-wheel dump-body sander with plow.

Sponsor:
Department of Public Works

Advisory Committee Recommendation:  Approved
VOTE:     PASSED

Declared 2/3 majority in favor
Article 11:
Purchase Two Police Laptop Computers ($8,000)

The Town voted to transfer from the Capital Reserve Fund the sum of eight thousand dollars ($8,000) to be expended by the Police Department to purchase two (2) new laptop computers for use in police vehicles.

Sponsor:
Police Department

Advisory Committee Recommendation:  Approved
VOTE:     PASSED


Declared majority in favor
Article 12:
Fund Planning Studies ($30,000)

The Town voted to raise and appropriate the sum of thirty thousand dollars ($30,000) to engage a consultant(s) to conduct planning studies, including, but not limited to, a buildout study, a comprehensive plan, a capital improvement plan, and building space/vault needs studies (library, police, town hall).

Sponsor:
Long Range Planning Committee

Advisory Committee Recommendation:  Approved

VOTE:     PASSED


Declared majority in favor
Article 13:
Fund Library Building Planning Study ($20,000)

The Town voted to authorize the Board of Trustees of the Bolton Public Library to appoint a Library Building Planning Committee for the purpose of retaining a qualified consultant to develop preliminary plans for the addition to, and renovation of, the Bolton Public Library, or for construction of a new Bolton Public Library; to authorize the Board of Selectmen to apply for, and accept, any state and/or federal funds available for said project; and to raise and appropriate the sum of twenty thousand dollars ($20,000) to match said state and/or federal funds, as required; with all of said funds to be expended by said Trustees.

Sponsor:
Library Board of Trustees

Advisory Committee Recommendation:  Disapproved

VOTE:     PASSED


Declared majority in favor
Article 14:
Fund Archeological Survey Grant ($6,000)

The Town voted to raise and appropriate the sum of six thousand dollars ($6,000) as the 40% matching portion of a fifteen-thousand-dollar ($15,000) grant application to the Massachusetts Historical Commission for a local archeological reconnaissance survey of native and colonial sites, said grant to be expended on a survey planner; and to authorize the Bolton Historical Commission to appoint an ad hoc committee to work with the Commission and survey planner.

Sponsor:
Historical Commission

Advisory Committee Recommendation:  Approved

VOTE:     PASSED


Declared majority in favor
Article 15:
Acquire Flatley Driveway Easement

Amendment made to the first sentence to delete the words, “encompassing the paved width of the driveway, plus adjoining five-foot permanent and five-foot temporary utility easements, all located”; and also in the first sentence to delete the words “Town owned land” and to insert in place thereof the words, “land currently owned by the Town”

VOTE:     PASSED


Unanimous in favor
The Town voted as amended to authorize the Board of Selectmen to acquire from the Flatley Company a permanent easement on land owned by the Flatley Company, being Parcel 38A on Assessors Map 4C (580 Main Street), for the purpose of providing public and utility access to and from the proposed senior housing project to be located on adjacent land currently owned by the Town.

Sponsor:
Housing Authority

Advisory Committee Recommendation:  Approved

VOTE:     PASSED as amended

Unanimous in favor
Article 16:
Purchase Callahan Parcel Option ($5,000)

Motion made to indefinitely postpone Article 17.

VOTE:     PASSED


Unanimous in favor
To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Conservation Commission to purchase for the sum of five thousand dollars ($5,000) on behalf of the Town a “right of first refusal” on a certain property owned by Mr. Jeremiah Callahan of Clinton, Massachusetts, consisting of seventy-six (76) acres, more or less, of land east of Harvard Road and south of Golden Run Road, and shown as Parcel 11 on Assessor’s Map 5C; and to meet that appropriation, five thousand dollars ($5,000) be transferred from the conservation fund; or do or act relating thereto.

Sponsor:
Conservation Commission

Advisory Committee Recommendation:  Approved

Article 17:
Designate Forbush Mill Road Parcel as Parks & Recreation Land

Motion made to indefinitely postpone Article 17.

VOTE:     PASSED


Unanimous in favor
To see if the Town will vote to designate as Park & Recreation land a parcel located on Forbush Mill Road designated as Lot 3 in Volume 2, page 488 of the Worcester County Registry of Deeds.

Sponsor:
Parks & Recreation Commission

Advisory Committee Recommendation:  Disapproved

Article 18:
Amend Zoning Bylaws--Add Parcels to Limited Business Zone

Amendment to strike out Long Hill Road 

VOTE on AMENDMENT:     PASSED
Unanimous in favor
 (Motion made to move the question VOTE:     PASSED
Declared majority in favor)

To see if the Town will vote to add to the Limited Business Zone of the Zoning Bylaws properties on Main Street shown as Parcels 65, 72, and 73 on Assessor’s Map 4D.  The address of Parcel 73 is 356 Main Street.  Said properties are currently zoned residential.

Sponsor:
Bruce Slater, Owner of Parcels 65, 72, and 73

Advisory Committee Recommendation:  Disapproved

Planning Board Report:  After a duly noticed public hearing on March 22, 2000, and at a meeting on May 1, 2000, the Planning Board voted unanimously to not recommend this Article to the Town Meeting.

VOTE:   Yes     103       No     96  
DEFEATED:   Not the required two-thirds majority in favor
Article 19:
Amend Zoning Bylaws--Change Special Permit Procedures

The Town voted to amend the Zoning Bylaws of the Town of Bolton, Section 2.2.3.4, Public Hearing, by replacing said section in its entirety so that the procedures within this section comply with those required by state law, as follows; (the section as currently written follows the new section in (parentheses and italics)):

2.2.3.4.
Public Hearing

Special permits or any extension, modification, or renewal thereof shall only be issued following public hearings held within sixty-five (65) days after filing a complete application with the Town Clerk, a copy of which shall forthwith be filed by the applicant with the Special Permit Granting Authority (SPGA) or its agent.  The decision of the SPGA regarding a special permit or any extension, modification, or renewal thereof, shall be made within ninety (90) days following the date of the close of the public hearing.  Failure by the SPGA to take final action within said ninety (90) days or extended time, if applicable, shall be deemed to be a grant of the special permit in accordance with, and subject to, the requirements of the twelfth paragraph of Massachusetts General Laws, chapter 40A, section 9 (MGL c. 40A, s. 9).  The required time limits for a public hearing and said action may be extended by written agreement between the applicant and SPGA, filed with the town clerk.  Said decision shall be filed in writing at the Town Clerk’s office within fourteen (14) days of the date the decision is made, and notice of the decision shall forthwith be mailed to the petitioner, applicant, or appellant, and to the parties in interest designated in MGL c. 40A, s. 11, and to every person present at the hearing who so requested and who stated the address to which said notice was to be sent.

(Special Permits shall only be issued following Public Hearings held within sixty-five (65) days after filing with the Special Permit Granting Authority an application, a copy of which shall forthwith be given to the Town Clerk by the applicant.  The decision of the Board, and any extension, modification or renewal thereof, shall be filed with the Board and Clerk within ninety (90) days following the closing of the Public Hearing.  Failure of the Board to act within ninety (90) days shall be deemed a grant of the permit applied for.)

Sponsor:
Board of Selectmen

Advisory Committee Recommendation:  Approved

Planning Board Report:  At a duly noticed public hearing on March 22, 2000 the Planning Board voted unanimously to recommend this Article to the Town Meeting.

VOTE:     PASSED


Unanimous in favor
Article 20:
Amend Administrative Bylaws--Change Dog and Kennel Bylaw

The Town voted to amend the Administrative Bylaws of the Town of Bolton, Section 1.9.1, Dog and Kennel Bylaw, Subsection 1.9.1.3, by making the following changes to said subsection; or do or act relating thereto (additions are underlined, deletions are (parenthesized and italicized)):

1.9.1.3.
. . . . Any dog shall be deemed a “public nuisance” for, including but not limited to, the following:  (to others, if such dog) attacking(s) or chasing(es) persons or domestic animals; or damaging(es) property of others beyond its owner’s property; or interfering(es) with or disrupting(s) organized school and/or other public activities; or chasing(es) moving vehicles; or exhibiting(s) a vicious disposition; or barking(s) or howling(s) excessively; or creating(es) other disturbance.

Sponsor:
Board of Selectmen and Dog Officer

Advisory Committee Recommendation:  Approved

VOTE:     PASSED


Declared majority in favor
Article 21:
Authorize Town Election

The Town voted to meet at the Town Hall in said Bolton, on Monday, May 8, 2000 between the hours of 12 noon and 8 p.m. to elect by ballot the following officers.

ONE YEAR:  One Moderator, One Town Clerk, and One Auditor;

TWO YEARS:  One Parks & Recreation Commissioner;

THREE YEARS:  One Selectman, One member of the Board of Health, One Assessor, One Library Trustee, One Cemetery Commissioner, Two Parks and Recreation Commissioners, One member of the Nashoba Regional School Committee, One Commissioner of the Francis E. Whitcomb Benevolent Fund, One Commissioner of Trust Funds;

FIVE YEARS:  One member of the Housing Authority, and One member of the Planning Board.

VOTE:     PASSED


Unanimous in favor
Town Meeting adjourned at 10:51pm.
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