
TOWN OF BOLTON

ANNUAL TOWN MEETING

Monday, May 7, 2001 and

Wednesday, May 9, 2001

Florence Sawyer School Auditorium

Moderator Michael D’Orlando called the meeting to order at 7:07 p.m, Monday, May 7, 2001.  More than the quorum of 75 had been checked in.  (318 were checked in to either or both sessions).  The duly posted warrant was returned. Counters Charles Schwartz, Paul Kyzivat and John Dunn were sworn in.  National Honor Society members Sarah Narhi, Meghan Hoseason, and Emily Pawelski were thanked for helping with the check-in process and running-of-the-microphones.

Motion made to suspend reading of articles printed in the warrant.

VOTE:     PASSED


Unanimous in favor
Article 1:
Accept Annual Reports

The Town voted to accept the reports of the Board of Selectmen, Treasurer, School Committee, Tax Collector, or any other Town officers, boards, or committees for the calendar year 2000.

Sponsor:
Board of Selectmen

Advisory Committee Recommendation:  Approved

VOTE:     PASSED


Unanimous in favor
Article 2:
Raise and Appropriate Operating Budget
Motion made to reduce line item #301 Nashoba Regional School District, Bolton Assessment to $5,957,988.



VOTE:     PASSED


Unanimous in favor
Motion made to reduce the bottom line to $11,364,729 and to change e) to $11,029,580.

VOTE:     PASSED


Unanimous in favor

Vote on Article 2 as amended.
VOTE:     PASSED as amended
Unanimous in favor
Motion made to reconsider Article 2.

VOTE:     PASSED
Unanimous in favor
Motion made to amend section e) to read $10,917,154    VOTE:   PASSED   Unanimous in favor

Motion made to amend line item 122-5101 Selectmen Salary to $20,000

VOTE:
      DEFEATED
Majority opposed
Motion made to amend line item 161-5101 Town Clerk Salary to equal the assessors $51,247.

VOTE:
      DEFEATED
Majority opposed

Article 2:
Raise and Appropriate Operating Budget

The Town voted to raise and appropriate, borrow, or transfer the sum of Eleven million three hundred sixty-four thousand seven hundred twenty-nine dollars ($11,364,729), as set forth in the budget for the purposes of operating and maintaining the various departments of the Town, and to meet such appropriation:


a.
The sum of Four hundred twenty-five thousand dollars ($425,000) to be transferred from available funds;


b.
The sum of one hundred twenty-five dollars ($125) from the Houghton Fund to be applied to the Nashoba Regional School District assessment;


c.
The sum of seven hundred fifty dollars ($750) from the Gerdon A. Brown Library Fund to be applied to the Library budget;


d.
The sum of Twenty-one thousand seven hundred dollars ($21,700) from the Capital Reserve Fund for the purchase of a mower and trailer ($14,000), and a police vehicle radar and video camera ($7,700); and


e.
The sum of Ten million nine hundred seventeen thousand one hundred fifty-four dollars ($10,917,154) to be raised by taxation.

Sponsor:
Board of Selectmen

Advisory Committee Recommendation:  Approved

VOTE:     PASSED as amended
Unanimous in favor
Article 3:
Change Town Treasurer from Elected to Appointed

The Town voted, in accordance with MGL c. 41, s. 1B, to have its elected Treasurer become an appointed Treasurer, to be appointed by the Board of Selectmen for a term not to exceed three years, said appointment to become effective upon a majority of votes being cast in the affirmative on the following ballot question placed on the May 14, 2001 annual town election:  “Shall the Town of Bolton change its elected Treasurer to an appointed Treasurer of the Town?  Yes____  No____”.

Sponsor:
Board of Selectmen

Advisory Committee Recommendation:  Approved

VOTE:     PASSED


Unanimous in favor
Article 4:
Amend Administrative Bylaws--Advisory Committee & Disposition of Supplies

The Town voted to amend the Administrative Bylaws of the Town of Bolton, Section 1.3, Advisory Committee, Subsection 1.3.3, by making the changes, as follows [deletions are (parenthesized and italicized); additions are underlined)]:

1.3.3.
To the Advisory Committee (this committee) shall be referred for recommendations all articles in any warrant for a town meeting hereafter issued(, or the disposition of any property of the town).  It shall be the duty of the Board of Selectmen, after drawing any warrant for a town meeting, to transmit immediately a copy thereof to the Chairman of the Advisory Committee, and said committee shall consider such articles.  A (P)public (H)hearing on said articles may be held at the discretion of said committee, unless a (P)public (H)hearing by some other tribunal is required by law, and a notice of such hearing shall be given by posting a copy thereof in at least three public places in town.  After due consideration of the subject matter in such articles, said committee shall report thereon, in print or otherwise, such information and recommendations as it shall deem best.  All recommendations of the committee made to the Town shall be recommendations of a majority of the committee.  In case of disagreement, all reports shall be reported back to the Town without recommendation.  To the Advisory Committee shall also be referred the disposition of all tangible supplies and property, not including real property, the value of which exceeds $1,000.  The Advisory Committee shall dispose of all such supplies and property in compliance with applicable procurement requirements.  The agency possessing tangible supplies and property, not including real property, the value of which is $1,000 or less shall dispose of such supplies and property using sound business principals.
Sponsor:
Advisory Committee

Advisory Committee Recommendation:  Approved

VOTE:     PASSED


Unanimous in favor
Article 5:
Amend Administrative Bylaws--Demolition Delay Bylaw

The Town voted to amend the Administrative Bylaws of the Town of Bolton, Section 1.17, Demolition Delay Bylaw, Subsection 1.17.3.2, by replacing said subsection with new subsection, as follows (deletions are (parenthesized and italicized); additions are underlined:

1.17.3.2.
A written demolition permit application shall be filed with the Building Inspector.  (The building inspector shall forward a copy of each demolition permit application for a building to the Commission upon receipt.)

Sponsor:
Historical Commission

Advisory Committee Recommendation:  Approved

VOTE:     PASSED


Majority in favor
Article 6:
Amend Administrative Bylaws – General Provisions--Hunting & Trapping
The Town voted to amend the Administrative Bylaws of the Town of Bolton, Section 1.1., General Provisions, Subsection 1.1.5 a), General Protective and Regulating Provisions of Section 1.9, by adding a new listing, as follows:

Section 1.9.19
(hunting and trapping) – Police Department

Sponsor:
Town Clerk and Police Department
Advisory Committee Recommendation:  Approved

VOTE:     PASSED


Unanimous in favor
Article 7:
Amend Administrative Bylaws – Minutes to be Filed with Town Clerk

The Town voted to amend the Administrative Bylaws of the Town of Bolton, Section 1.7, Records and Reports, Subsection 1.7.1, by adding a new Subsection 1.7.1.1, as follows:

1.7.1.1
All boards, committees, commissions of the Town, elected or appointed, shall compile and maintain minutes of all posted and emergency meetings and shall file a copy of said minutes with the Town Clerk within one week of approval.  Minutes of executive sessions need not be filed with the Town Clerk until such time as the reason for the session is no longer valid.

Sponsor:
Town Clerk
Advisory Committee Recommendation:  Disapproved

VOTE:     PASSED


Majority in favor
Article 8:
Amend Zoning Bylaws – Rate of Development Bylaw

The Town voted to amend the Zoning Bylaws of the Town of Bolton by adding a new Section 2.5.8, Rate of Development, as follows:

2.5.8
RATE OF DEVELOPMENT

2.5.8.1
Purpose and Intent

The purpose of this bylaw is to ensure orderly growth and development consistent with the town’s rate of residential growth over the last fifteen (15) years, and to promote the public health, safety, and general welfare by ensuring that adequate time and resources exist to accommodate growth and provide services necessary to meet the community’s educational, infrastructure, and public safety needs.  A further purpose of this bylaw is to ensure that residential growth can be accommodated in a manner that provides for adequate provision of services to current and future residents, while preserving the town’s rural character.

2.5.8.2
Applicability

This bylaw shall apply to the issuance of all building permits for construction of new dwellings, except for those exemptions and exceptions set forth in subsections 2.5.8.5 and 2.5.8.6.

2.5.8.3
New Dwelling Unit Limitation

Commencing upon the date of adoption of this bylaw, building permits shall not be issued for the construction of, or conversion to, more than thirty-seven (37) new dwelling units in any twelve (12)-month period.  Following adoption of this bylaw, the number of units to be allowed in such period shall be determined by subtracting from the thirty-seven  (37)-unit limit the total number of permits authorized, minus those permits withdrawn or expired without use.

Building permit applications refused because of this limitation shall be held and acted upon in chronological sequence, based upon the date of receipt by the Building Inspector.  In order to ensure a fair distribution of permits, building permits granted to any one (1) applicant in any twelve (12) month period shall be limited to a total of six (6) new dwelling units, unless a special permit is granted pursuant to subsection 2.5.8.6.

2.5.8.4
Procedures and Permit Phasing

No applicant may have more than two (2) complete applications for a new single family building permit before the Building Inspector in any given month.  Building permits shall not be issued to any applicant authorizing the construction of more than six (6) new single family dwelling units (exclusive of unused authorizations that have lapsed or have been withdrawn) in any twelve (12)- month period for any lots that are, as of date of adoption of this bylaw, contiguous or held in the same ownership, unless the Planning Board has granted an exemption from this requirement pursuant to a special permit, as provided in subsection 2.5.8.6.

The procedures for issuing the new single family building permits referred to herein shall be as follows:


a. Applications for a building permit must be completed and filed.  Improperly  filed or rejected permits shall not be deducted from the available units to be authorized in any month, will not be included in the chronological sequence described in 2.5.8.4 and will require a new submittal.


b. The Building Inspector must process and issue permits for all complete and properly filed permit applications pursuant to this bylaw, in the chronological sequence in which such applications are received.


c.  To assist the Building Inspector, the Planning Board shall establish procedures, and may adopt reasonable rules and regulations, to ensure the proper administration of this bylaw and the orderly phasing of residential development associated with building permits for any land subdivided pursuant to the provisions of MGL Chapter 41, the Subdivision Control Law.

2.5.8.5
Exemptions

The permit limitation provided in this bylaw shall not apply to building permits for the construction of the following:


a.  Any housing unit to be built under any program or statute intended to assist in the construction of low or moderate income or elderly housing as defined in any applicable statute or regulation, including Town bylaws.


b. Reconstruction of an existing dwelling after catastrophic loss, or repairs, expansion, alteration or historic restoration to an existing dwelling.


c.  Applications for permits that have been exempted from the limitations of this bylaw, as provided in subsection 2.5.8.6 below.


d.  The construction of a single family dwelling on land that, as of the effective date of this bylaw, was part of a lot held in separate ownership and containing one single-family dwelling, provided that only one (1) such new dwelling may be constructed in any year, and provided that no more than two (2) dwellings may be created from the original lot, with the existing and new dwelling each on separate lots, complying with all zoning requirements of the district in which they are located.


e.  Permits for non-residential purposes.

2.5.8.6
Special Permit for More Rapid Development

For purposes of this bylaw, the Planning Board shall be the special permit granting authority.   Notwithstanding the requirements of subsections 2.5.8.3 and 2.5.8.4 above, the Planning Board may issue a special permit authorizing the immediate issuance of a building permit for up to ten (10) single-family dwelling units upon making all of the following determinations and findings:


a.  A salient and unmet housing need would be addressed by the granting of such permit; and


b.  Adequate infrastructure and other mitigating measures are being provided to ensure that municipal services will not be overburdened; and


c.  Expected benefits to the community outweigh anticipated adverse impacts upon municipal service or public facilities associated with the issuance of a Special Permit.

2.5.8.7
Periodic Review

Every four (4) years following the adoption date of this bylaw, the Planning Board shall report to Town Meeting on the effectiveness of the bylaw, the need for its continuation, and any recommended amendments that deserve consideration.

2.5.8.8
Zoning Change Protection

The protection against subsequent zoning change provided by MGL c. 40A, §6, to land in a subdivision shall, in the case of a residential development whose completion has been limited by subsection 2.5.8.3 above, be extended by a time period to enable completion.

2.5.8.9
Severability

Each provision of this bylaw shall be construed as separate, to the end that if any part of it shall be held invalid for any reason, the remainder shall continue in full force and effect.

Sponsor:
Planning Board and Long Range Planning Committee

Advisory Committee Recommendation:  Approved

VOTE:
       PASSED

Declared Two-thirds majority in favor
Article 9:
Amend Zoning Bylaws - Dimensional Regulations - Lot Shape

The Town voted to amend the Zoning Bylaws of the Town of Bolton, Section 2.3.5, Dimensional Regulations, by adding a new subsection, 2.3.5.7, Lot Shape, into said section, as follows:

2.3.5.7
Lot Shape


a.  The shape of all lots, except for the exceptions listed below, shall conform to the following formula:

16(A) / P2 > 0.5

(Sixteen times the area in square feet divided by the square of the perimeter in feet must be greater than one-half) where:

A = Area of the lot in square feet; and,

P = Perimeter of the lot in feet.


b.  Exceptions:

1.  This requirement shall not apply to lots greater than four and one-half (4.5) acres in size.

2.
This requirement shall not apply to backland lots created in accordance with Section 2.3.5.5, Backland Zoning.

3.
The Planning Board may waive this requirement if it determines that a less stringent requirement will result in a better potential house siting, less environmental damage to the site, or better land use.

Sponsor:
Planning Board

Advisory Committee Recommendation:  Approved

VOTE:
       PASSED

Declared Two-thirds majority in favor
Article 10:
Fund Comprehensive Review of Salary/Classification Schedule ($4,500)

The Town voted to raise and appropriate the sum of Four thousand five hundred dollars ($4,500.00) to hire a consultant to conduct a comprehensive review of the Town's current salary and classification schedule.

Sponsor:
Personnel Committee
Advisory Committee Recommendation:  Approved

VOTE:     PASSED


Unanimous in favor
Article 11:
Form Police Station Study Committee

The Town voted to form a Police Station Study Committee to select a site for a new police station and develop initial architectural requirements and cost estimates to build a new police station; and authorize the Police Station Study Committee, with the approval of the Board of Selectmen, to expend funds from the Selectmen’s Engineering Services Account #122-5301 to pay for supplies and services related to carrying out the responsibilities of said Committee.

Sponsor:
Long Range Planning Committee and Board of Selectmen

Advisory Committee Recommendation:  Approved

VOTE:     PASSED


Unanimous in favor
Article 12:
Purchase Doucette Property 

Motion made to insert after ($1,103,188), “subject to obtaining a sewage disposal permit under Title V and a well permit for a public water supply, both to support municipal uses”

VOTE:     PASSED


Majority in favor
Motion made to reduce the price from $1,103,188 to $850,000.

VOTE:
      DEFEATED
Majority opposed
Article 12:
Purchase Doucette Property 

The Town voted to appropriate One million one hundred three thousand one hundred eighty-eight dollars ($1,103,188), subject to obtaining a sewage disposal permit under Title V and a well permit for a public water supply, both to support municipal uses, and authorize the Board of Selectmen to purchase pursuant to MGL c. 40, s. 14 by quitclaim deed a good and marketable title to approximately 23.72 acres of land in Bolton, being the property of William Doucette of Grand Marais, Minnesota and Mary Ann Doucette of Bolton, Massachusetts, and identified on the Bolton Assessors maps as Parcel 18 on Map 5B, located at 893 Main Street, Bolton, Massachusetts, north of Main Street and west of Nourse Road, commonly known as Crystal Springs Campground; and to meet that appropriation the Treasurer, with the approval of the Board of Selectmen, is authorized to borrow One million one hundred three thousand one hundred eighty-eight dollars ($1,103,188) pursuant to MGL c. 44, s. 7(3).  Approval shall not take effect until the Town votes to exempt from the limitation on total taxes imposed by MGL c. 59, s. 21C (Proposition 2 ½) amounts required to pay for principal and interest on the borrowing.  Said land is to be held as Town-owned property under the jurisdiction of the Board of Selectmen, and to be used for unspecified future municipal purposes.

Sponsor:
Board of Selectmen

Advisory Committee Recommendation:  Disapproved as printed

VOTE:
     PASSED as amended
Declared Two-thirds majority in favor
Article 13:
Prepare, Construct, and Fence Three New Athletic Fields ($195,000)
Motion made to insert after Forbush Mill Road “subject to providing a plan with adequate off street parking prior to construction,”

VOTE:     PASSED

YES:   164
NO:   31
Motion made to move the question 13.

VOTE:     PASSED


Unanimous in favor
Article 13:
Prepare, Construct, and Fence Three New Athletic Fields ($195,000)

The Town voted to appropriate the sum of One hundred ninety-five thousand dollars ($195,000) for the preparation, construction, and fencing of three new athletic fields on Forbush Mill Road; subject to providing a plan with adequate off street parking prior to construction and to meet that appropriation the Treasurer, with the approval of the Board of Selectmen, is authorized to borrow One hundred ninety-five thousand dollars ($195,000) pursuant to MGL c. 44, s. 7(25).  Approval shall not take effect until the Town votes to exempt from the limitation on total taxes imposed by MGL c. 59, s. 21C (Proposition 2 ½) amounts required to pay for principal and interest on the borrowing.

Sponsor:
Parks and Recreation Commission & Department of Public Works

Advisory Committee Recommendation:  Approved

VOTE:

PASSED as amended

YES:   143
NO:   36
Motion made to vote to continue the Annual Town Meeting until 7:00 PM on Wednesday, May 9, 2001.



 VOTE:     PASSED

YES:   95
NO:   51
Wednesday, May 9, 2001

Moderator Michael D’Orlando reconvened the meeting at 7:15 PM, Wednesday, May 9, 2001.  More than the quorum of 75 had been checked in.  (318 were checked in to either or both sessions).  Counters B. J. Herbison, Clyde Wheeler, Panny Gerken and Richard Merrill were sworn in.  Meaghan Lafferty and Meaghan Hoseason were thanked for helping with the running-of-the-microphones.

Article 14:
Accept Rocky Dundee Road
Motion made to insert after “public way” the following: “providing the following conditions are met:


1. a bond of three times the value of costs incurred by the developer in planting the wetlands replication be placed in escrow as designated by the town for potential future use by the town to meet requirements of the Order of Conditions.


2. an inspection on or about September 1, 2001 by Conservation Commission shows that at least 50% of the wetlands plants are growing.”

VOTE:     PASSED


Majority in favor
Article 14:
Accept Rocky Dundee Road

The Town voted to accept the right-of-way known as Rocky Dundee Road, as shown on the plan entitled “As-built Plan of Rocky Dundee Road,” prepared for Christopher J. Rogers, by David E. Ross Associates, Inc., dated March 2001, on file with the Town Clerk, as a Town public way providing the following conditions are met:


1. a bond of three times the value of costs incurred by the developer in planting the wetlands replication be placed in escrow as designated by the town for potential future use by the town to meet requirements of the Order of Conditions.


2. an inspection on or about September 1, 2001 by Conservation Commission shows that at least 50% of the wetlands plants are growing.

.

Sponsor:
Planning Board

Advisory Committee Recommendation:  Approved

VOTE:     PASSED as amended
Unanimous in favor

Article 15:
Amend Administrative Bylaws--Discharge of Snow or Ice onto Public Ways
Motion made to delete “or across” from 1.19.

VOTE:     PASSED


Majority in favor
Article 15:
Amend Administrative Bylaws--Discharge of Snow or Ice onto Public Ways

The Town voted to amend the Town of Bolton Bylaws by adding a new subsection g) under Section 1.1.5, and by adding new Section 1.19, Discharge of Snow or Ice onto Public Ways, as follows.

1.1.5
g)  Discharge of Snow or Ice onto Public Ways (Section 1.19)


Penalty:  $100


Enforcing Officer:  Police Department

1.19
Discharge of Snow OR Ice onto Public Ways


No person other than an employee in the service of the Town of Bolton, or an employee in the service of an independent contractor acting for the Town of Bolton, shall pile, push, or blow snow or ice onto a public way that is plowed and sanded by the Town.


Whoever violates this provision shall be punished by a fine of one hundred dollars ($100).  This provision is to be enforced by the Police Department.

Sponsor:
Department of Public Works

Advisory Committee Recommendation:  Approved

VOTE:     PASSED as amended
Unanimous in favor
Article 16:
Continue Cleaning Up Gasoline Contamination ($20,000)
The Town voted to raise and appropriate the sum of Twenty thousand dollars ($20,000) for the cleanup of the gasoline contamination of Town-owned and privately-owned land that resulted from the leaking underground gasoline storage tanks at the Highway Department.

Sponsor:
Department of Public Works

Advisory Committee Recommendation:  Approved

VOTE:     PASSED


Unanimous in favor
Article 17:
Repair Emerson School Building Roof ($83,500)

The Town voted to appropriate the sum of Eighty-three thousand five hundred dollars ($83,500) for the purpose of repairing the roof on the Emerson School Building; and to meet that appropriation the Treasurer, with the approval of the Board of Selectmen, is authorized to borrow Eighty-three thousand five hundred dollars ($83,500) pursuant to MGL c. 44, s. 7(3A).  Approval shall not take effect until the Town votes to exempt from the limitation on total taxes imposed by MGL c. 59, s. 21C (Proposition 2 ½) amounts required to pay for principal and interest on the borrowing.

Sponsor:
Board of Selectmen

Advisory Committee Recommendation:  Approved

VOTE:     PASSED


Unanimous in favor
Article 18:
Purchase Wilruth Property 

Motion made to postpone Article 18 indefinitely.

VOTE:     PASSED


Unanimous in favor
Article 18:
Purchase Wilruth Property 

To see if the Town will vote to appropriate a sum of money and authorize the Board of Selectmen to purchase by quitclaim deed a good and marketable title to approximately 41 acres of land in Bolton, being the property of Ted Wilruth of Lancaster, Massachusetts, and identified on the Bolton Assessors maps as Parcel 64.1 on Map 6D, located between Harvard and Warner Roads; and to meet that appropriation the Treasurer, with the approval of the Board of Selectmen, is authorized to borrow a sum of money pursuant to MGL c. 44, s. 7(3).  Approval shall not take effect until the Town votes to exempt from the limitation on total taxes imposed by MGL c. 59, s. 21C (Proposition 2 ½) amounts required to pay for principal and interest on the borrowing.  Said land is to be conveyed to Town of Bolton under the provisions of MGL c. 40, s. 8C, as it may hereafter be amended, and other Massachusetts statutes relating to conservation, to be managed and controlled by the Conservation Commission; or do or act relating thereto.

Sponsor:
Conservation Commission

Advisory Committee Recommendation:  Disapproved

Although successful soil testing was done on this land, a value based upon buildable house lots is not acceptable in that there is no frontage on an existing road and no access for a future road or common driveways. The parcel  is landlocked. No written professional valuation has been presented to this  board to support this or any other figure.
Article 19:
Purchase Gould Property ($38,000)
Motion made to insert Simpson- before Gould in the title, and to insert the underlined after 2.77 acres, “and to accept a deed for an additional approximately 1.36 acres, in Bolton, all being the property of David A. Simpson of Sterling, Mass.

VOTE:     PASSED


Unanimous in favor
Motion made to delete “and conservation” and to delete “and that a local deed restriction be placed on the property that allows installation and operation of, and access to, a public safety communications facility by the Town, while any portion of the property not utilized for said facility remains or is returned to open space for conservation purposes; said local restriction to be held by the Bolton Conservation Trust, Inc.”
Motion made to move the amendment (question).

VOTE:     PASSED
Declared Two-thirds majority in favor
Vote on amendment 



VOTE:
      DEFEATED
Majority opposed
Article 19:
Purchase Simpson-Gould Property ($38,000)

The Town voted to transfer from available funds the sum of Thirty-eight thousand dollars ($38,000), and authorize the Board of Selectmen to purchase, pursuant to MGL c. 40, s. 14 by quitclaim deed a good and marketable title, for municipal and conservation purposes, a parcel of land consisting of approximately 2.77 acres, and to accept a deed for an additional approximately 1.36 acres, in Bolton, all being the property of David A. Simpson of Sterling, Massachusetts, and identified on the Bolton Assessors maps as Parcel 18 on Map 4B, located south of West Berlin Road; that the $38,000 appropriation shall be used to pay the back taxes owed to the Town of Bolton on the subject property; and that a local deed restriction be placed on the property that allows installation and operation of, and access to, a public safety communications facility by the Town, while any portion of the property not utilized for said facility remains or is returned to open space for conservation purposes; said local restriction to be held by the Bolton Conservation Trust, Inc.

Sponsor:
Board of Selectmen

Advisory Committee Recommendation:  Approved as originally printed

VOTE:

PASSED as amended
Declared Two-thirds majority in favor
Article 20:
Authorize Town Election

The Town voted to meet at the Town Hall in Bolton, on Monday, May 14, 2001 between the hours of 12 noon and 8 p.m. to elect by ballot the following officers:

ONE YEAR:
One Moderator, One Town Clerk, One Auditor;

TWO YEARS:  One member of the Nashoba Regional School Committee; One Parks & Recreation Commissioner;

THREE YEARS:  One member of the Board of Selectmen, One member of the Board of Health, One member of the Board of Assessors, One Library Trustee, One Cemetery Commissioner, One Parks & Recreation Commissioner, One member of the Nashoba Regional School District Committee, One Commission of the Francis E. Whitcomb Benevolent Fund, One Commissioner of Trust Funds, Five Constables;

FIVE YEARS:  One member of the Planning Board;

and to vote on the following questions:

1)
Shall the Town of Bolton be allowed to exempt from the limitation on total taxes imposed by MGL c. 59, s. 21C (Proposition 2 ½) amounts required to pay for principal and interest on the borrowing for the purchase of the Doucette property?  Yes___  No___

2)
Shall the Town of Bolton change its elected Treasurer to an appointed Treasurer of the Town?  Yes___  No___
3)
Shall the Town of Bolton be allowed to exempt from the limitation on total taxes imposed by MGL c. 59, s. 21C (Proposition 2 ½) amounts required to pay for principal and interest on the borrowing for the purchase of the Wilruth property?  Yes___  No___

4)
Shall the Town of Bolton be allowed to exempt from the limitation on total taxes imposed by MGL c. 59, s. 21C (Proposition 2 ½) amounts required to pay for principal and interest on the borrowing for the preparation, construction, and fencing of three new athletic fields to be located on Forbush Mill Road?  Yes___  No___

5)
Shall the Town of Bolton be allowed to exempt from the limitation on total taxes imposed by MGL c. 59, s. 21C (Proposition 2 ½) amounts required to pay for principal and interest on the borrowing for the repair of the roof on the Emerson School Building?  Yes___  No___

A true copy.  Attest:
_________________________Town Clerk
_______ Date

Planning Board voted unanimously to recommend this Article to the Town Meeting.

     Between 1990 and 2000 the population of Bolton increased by more than 32%, making our town one of the fastest growing in the Commonwealth. Development pressures along Route 495 communities, including Bolton, are expected to increase for the foreseeable future. Uncontrolled growth will affect the lives of us all and burden town services, particularly the schools and public safety.
     The purpose of this bylaw amendment is to control and manage growth, not to prevent it. Limiting the number of building permits issued annually is a method of addressing development pressures that many Massachusetts towns have adopted. The bylaw amendment was crafted by combining concepts and excerpts from existing by-laws of towns similar to Bolton.  This bylaw limits new building permits for homes to 37 per year. This figure is the average of building permits issued over the past 15 years. Based on recent trends, that number corresponds to roughly two new classrooms of students per year.
     Proper planning for maintaining and expanding essential services, such as police, fire, emergency medical, and schools, is critically needed as the Town population grows.  Providing for Town growth management, it will enable better fiscal, governmental, and land use planning.

     The Planning Board Report:  At a duly noticed Public hearing on Wednesday, March 21, 2001 the Planning Board will adopt regulations to implement this bylaw amendment to ensure that permits are allocated on a first-come, first-served basis, and that no hoarding of permits is permitted.

Planning Board Report:  At a duly noticed Public hearing on Wednesday, March 21, 2001 the Planning Board voted unanimously to recommend this Article to the Town Meeting.
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