ANNUAL TOWN MEETING

Monday, May 6, 2002

Florence Sawyer School Auditorium

7:00 p.m.

Moderator Michael D’Orlando called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm after determining the quorum of 75 voters had been met.  186 voters checked in before the end of the meeting.  Counters duly sworn in were: Stephen Bonino, Edward Sterling, Catherine Haslett, and Edward Favre.  Moderator D’Orlando recognized and thanked three students who helped check in the voters and passed the microphone to those who wished to speak: Meghan Hoseason, Rachel Roemer, and Nicole Allen.  Moderator D’Orlando also recognized and thanked Mary Olsson for her last three years of service as Selectman.  She did not seek reelection.

Article 1: Accept Annual Reports

The Town voted to accept the reports of the Board of Selectmen, Treasurer, School Committee, Tax Collector, or any other Town officers, boards, or committees for the calendar year 2001.

Sponsor:
Board of Selectmen

Advisory Committee Recommendation:  Approved

VOTE:     PASSED

Unanimous in favor
Article 2: Parks and Recreation Commission – Creation of a 53D Account

The Town voted to accept the provisions of Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 44, Section 53D, creating a self-supporting revolving fund for the park and recreation services with the following conditions: (1) that the unreserved fund balance shall not exceed $5,000 (five thousand dollars) at the close of each fiscal year and that any amount in excess of $5,000 (five thousand dollars) shall be paid into the town treasury; and (2) that the continued authorization of this account beyond FY04 will be subject to a vote of town meeting in FY04.
Sponsor:  
Parks and Recreation Commission
Advisory Committee Recommendation:  Approved

VOTE:
       PASSED

Declared majority in favor
Article 3: Raise and Appropriate Operating Budget  - Amendments

Line item 151 amended from $40,300 to $100,000

VOTE:     PASSED

Unanimous in favor
Line item 630 amended from $12,325 to $4,125.  (This represents a reduction to line item 630-5200, purchase of services that will be paid from the revolving fund created in article 2.)

VOTE:     PASSED

Unanimous in favor
Article 3: Raise and Appropriate Operating Budget

The Town voted as amended to raise and appropriate the sum of $12,544,250 (twelve million five hundred forty-four thousand two hundred fifty dollars) as set forth in the budget for the purposes of operating and maintaining the various departments of the Town, and to meet such appropriation:


a.
The sum of $909,381 (nine hundred nine thousand three hundred eighty-one dollars) to be transferred from available funds,


b.
The sum of $0 (zero dollars) from the Houghton Fund to be applied to the Nashoba Regional School District assessment;


c.
The sum of $0 (zero dollars) from the Gerdon A. Brown Library Fund to be applied to the Library budget;


d.
The sum of $11,634,869 (eleven million six hundred thirty-four thousand eight hundred sixty-nine dollars) to be raised by taxation. 

Sponsor:
Board of Selectmen

Advisory Committee Recommendation:  Approved

VOTE:     PASSED as amended
Unanimous in favor
Article 4: Stabilization Account - Amendment

Amendment made to delete at the end “; and further that future revenues from the cellular telephone tower be deposited in the Stabilization Account and be separately accounted for by the Town Accountant, and that said cellular telephone tower revenues be used by the town only for capital expenditures”

VOTE:     PASSED

Unanimous in favor
Article 4: Stabilization Account

The Town voted as amended to create, in accordance with the provisions of Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 40, Section 5B, a Stabilization Account; and further, to transfer from available funds the sum of $750,000 (seven hundred fifty thousand dollars) into the Stabilization Account for FY03; and further that the current Capital Reserve Fund be abolished, with any residual amounts in the fund after actions of this town meeting being returned to the general fund. 

Sponsor: 
Board of Selectmen
Advisory Committee Recommendation:  Approved

VOTE:     PASSED as amended
Unanimous in favor
Article 5: Butternut Lane

The Town voted pursuant to MGL c. 82 to accept Butternut Lane as a public way as shown on a plan entitled “Butternut Farm Monumentation As-Built Plan Butternut Lane and Hubbard Lane”, prepared for Commons Development of Westford, MA by Zanca Land Surveyors, Inc. of Stow, MA, dated February 25, 2002, a copy of which is on file in the Office of the Town Clerk.

Sponsor: 
Board of Selectmen

Advisory Committee Recommendation:  Approved

VOTE:     PASSED

Unanimous in favor
Article 6: Hubbard Lane

The Town voted pursuant to MGL c. 82 to accept Hubbard Lane as a public way as shown on a plan entitled “Butternut Farm Monumentation As-Built Plan Butternut Lane and Hubbard Lane”, prepared for Commons Development of Westford, MA by Zanca Land Surveyors, Inc. of Stow, MA, dated February 25, 2002, a copy of which is on file in the Office of the Town Clerk.

Sponsor: 
Board of Selectmen
Advisory Committee Recommendation:  Approved

VOTE:     PASSED

Unanimous in favor
Article 7: Rocky Dundee Road

The Town voted pursuant to MGL c. 82 to accept Rocky Dundee Road as a public way as shown on a plan entitled “As-built Plan of Rocky Dundee Road”, prepared for Christopher J. Rogers, by David E. Ross Associates, Inc. dated March 2001, a copy of which is on file in the Office of the Town Clerk; said action is required to correct an earlier vote of the FY02 town meeting and ensure the proper registration of a deed at the Worcester County Registry of Deeds.

Sponsor: 
Board of Selectmen


Advisory Committee Recommendation:  Approved

VOTE:     PASSED

Unanimous in favor
Article 8: Septic System for the Emerson School
 

The Town voted to transfer from available funds the sum of $50,000 (fifty thousand dollars) for the purpose of repairing the failing septic system at the Emerson School.

Sponsor: 
Department of Public Works

Advisory Committee Recommendation:  Approved

VOTE:     PASSED

Unanimous in favor
Article 9: Amendment to Town Bylaws – Hunting - Amendment

Amendment made to add the following to the end of subsection (b):  “For the purposes of this bylaw, regulations promulgated by state agencies having jurisdiction over public property within the Town of Bolton specifically authorizing hunting, fishing thereon shall constitute written consent.”

VOTE:     PASSED

Majority in favor
Article 9: Amendment to Town Bylaws - Hunting

The Town voted to amend the Administrative Bylaws of the Town of Bolton, Section 1.9.19 to read as follows.

1.9.19 Hunting, Trapping and Firearms Regulation

a) No person shall fire or discharge any firearms, hunt, or set traps on any property without the written consent of the owner or legal occupant.

b) No person shall fire or discharge any firearm, hunt, or set traps on any public property without the written consent of the officials or their agent for this purpose, charged with the management of the particular public property.  For the purposes of this bylaw, regulations promulgated by state agencies having jurisdiction over public property within the Town of Bolton specifically authorizing hunting, fishing thereon shall constitute written consent.

This Bylaw shall not apply to the lawful defense of life and property nor any Law Enforcement Officer in the performance of his duties.

Sponsor: 
Town Clerk and Police Chief
Advisory Committee Recommendation:  Approved

VOTE:     PASSED as amended
Unanimous in favor
Article 10: Title Change - Dog Officer to Animal Control Officer

The Town voted to amend the Administrative Bylaws of the Town of Bolton by changing the title Dog Officer to Animal Control Officer wherever it occurs, including but not limited to Section 1.1.5 a) Section 1.9.1.

Sponsor: 
Town Clerk and Animal Control Officer
Advisory Committee Recommendation:  Approved

VOTE:     PASSED

Unanimous in favor
Article 11: Renovations to Old Fire Station
- Amendment

Amendment made to reduce amount from $165,000 to $10,000 and to delete “and functional cosmetic” and “said repairs to return the upstairs to working order to be used by the Bolton Ambulance Squad as meeting and training space”

VOTE:     PASSED

Unanimous in favor
Article 11: Renovations to Old Fire Station


The Town voted as amended to transfer from available funds the sum of $10,000 (ten thousand dollars) to make certain structural repairs to the Old Fire Station. 

Sponsor: 
Department of Public Works
Advisory Committee Recommendation:  Approved

VOTE:       PASSED as amended
Majority in favor
Article 12:  Pumper/Tanker -- Amendment

Amendment made to raise the amount from $230,000 to $272,950 to reflect the results of the bid for the pumper/tanker.

VOTE:     PASSED

Unanimous in favor
Article 12:  Pumper/Tanker

The Town voted as amended to transfer from the Capital Reserve Account the sum of $272,950 (two hundred seventy-two thousand nine hundred and fifty dollars) for the purchase of a new pumper/tanker for the fire department.

Sponsor: 
Board of Selectmen and Fire Department

Advisory Committee Recommendation:  Approved
VOTE:     PASSED as amended
Unanimous in favor
Article 13: World War II Memorial - Amendment 

Amendment made to strike the last sentence “This transfer will be offset by any and all donations given by the public as a gift for the construction of said memorial”.
VOTE:
       PASSED

Declared majority in favor
Article 13: World War II Memorial 

The Town voted as amended to transfer from available funds the sum of $7,000 (seven thousand dollars) for the purpose of constructing a memorial in honor of the Bolton Veterans of World War II, to be located at Memorial Field.

Sponsor: 
Board of Selectmen and World War II Memorial Committee

Advisory Committee Recommendation:  Approved
VOTE:     PASSED as amended
Unanimous in favor
Article 14: Continue Cleaning Up Gasoline Contamination

The Town voted to transfer from available funds the sum of $100,000 (one hundred thousand dollars) for the cleanup of the gasoline contamination of Town-owned and privately-owned land that resulted from the leaking underground gasoline storage tanks at the Highway Department.

Sponsor: 
Department of Public Works

Advisory Committee Recommendation:  Approved

VOTE:     PASSED

Unanimous in favor
Article 15: Cable Advisory Committee 

The Town voted to transfer from available funds the sum of $25,000 (twenty-five thousand dollars) for all expenses associated with the negotiation of a new town-wide cable contract, including but not limited to, consulting services, creating a town survey, education and costs associated with the processing and evaluation of vendor applications.

Sponsor: 
Cable Advisory Committee
Advisory Committee Recommendation:  Approved
VOTE:
       PASSED

Declared majority in favor
Article 16: Police Department – Sport Utility Vehicle - Amendment 

Amendment made to change the source of the money for the SUV as follows:  transfer $12,050 from Capital Reserve Account and $17, 624 from available funds

VOTE:     PASSED

Unanimous in favor
Article 16: Police Department – Sport Utility Vehicle 

The Town voted as amended to transfer $12,050 (twelve thousand fifty dollars) from the Capital Reserve Account and $17,624 (seventeen thousand six hundred twenty-four dollars) from available funds, for a total of $29,674 (twenty-nine thousand six hundred seventy-four dollars) for the purchase of a four-wheel drive Sport Utility Vehicle (SUV) for use by the Bolton Police Department.

Sponsor: 
Police Department
Advisory Committee Recommendation:  Approved

VOTE:     PASSED as amended
Unanimous in favor
Article 17: Amendment to Dog and Kennel Bylaw 

The Town voted to amend the Administrative Bylaws of the Town of Bolton, Section 1.9.1, Dog and Kennel Bylaw, by replacing Section 1.9.1.3 with the following (deletions are (parenthesized and italicized) and additions are underlined.
1.9.1.3 (No person owning or keeping a dog in the Town, shall allow such dog at any time to be unlicensed, uncollared, and untagged, and/or to become a “public nuisance” to others, within the Town limits. Any dog shall be deemed a “public nuisance” for, including but not limited to, the following: attacking or chasing persons or domestic animals; or damaging property of others beyond its owner’s property; or interfering with or disrupting organized school and/or other public activities; or chasing moving vehicles; or exhibiting a vicious disposition; or barking or howling excessively; or creating other disturbance.)

At no time shall a person owning or keeping a dog in the Town allow such dog to be unlicensed, uncollared, untagged, or to become a “public nuisance” to others within the Town Limits.  A dog shall be deemed a “public nuisance” for, but not limited to, the follow reasons:

· attacking or chasing persons or domestic animals

· damaging property of others beyond its owner/keepers property

· interfering with or disrupting organized school or public activities

· interfering with the use of a public right-of-way

· chasing moving vehicles

· exhibiting a vicious disposition

· barking or howling excessively

· creating other disturbance
Sponsor: 
Animal Control Officer


Advisory Committee Recommendation:  Approved

VOTE:
       PASSED

Declared majority in favor
Article 18: Authorize Town Election

The Town voted to meet at the Town Hall in Bolton, on Monday, May 13, 2002 between the hours of 12 noon and 8 p.m. to elect by ballot the following officers:

ONE YEAR:
One Moderator, One Town Clerk, One Auditor, One Library Trustee, One Commissioner of Trust Funds;

THREE YEARS:  One member of the Board of Selectmen, One member of the Board of Health, One member of the Board of Assessors, One Library Trustee, One Cemetery Commissioner, Two Parks and Recreation Commissioners, One Tax Collector, One Trustee of Francis E. Whitcomb Benevolent Fund, One Commissioner of Trust Funds;

FIVE YEARS:  One member of the Planning Board, One member of the Housing Authority

VOTE:     PASSED

Unanimous in favor

Meeting adjourned at 9:45 pm.
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