
Minutes of

ANNUAL TOWN MEETING

Monday, May 2, 2005

Nashoba Regional High School Auditorium

The Annual Town Meeting was called to order by Moderator James D. Anker, at 7:07 pm.  The quorum of 75 had been checked in.  The final number of voters checked in was 187.  Counters duly sworn in were Robert Minardi, Christine Sterling, Susan Miles and Catherine Mentzer.  After going over the ground rules for Town Meeting, Mr. Anker asked for a moment of silence for former Selectman, life long resident and a generous town servant and gentleman, Donald Smith, who passed away a few days earlier.

Motion made to deal with articles 24, 25 and 26 at the beginning of the meeting.

VOTE:

Defeated by majority

Advisory Committeeman, David Bosselait, gave a summary on the budget overview.

Article  1:
Unpaid Bill for Fiscal Year 2004

The Town voted to transfer from available funds the sum of $170 (One hundred seventy dollars) to pay an unpaid FY04 bill to Hamwey Engineering, Inc., pursuant to Massachusetts Generals Laws, Chapter 44, Section 64.

Sponsor:  Planning Board




VOTE:

Unanimous in Favor

Article 2:
Accept Annual Reports

The Town voted to accept the reports of the Board of Selectmen and Advisory Committee, or any other Town officers, boards, or committees for the calendar year 2004.

Sponsor:  Board of Selectmen



VOTE:

Unanimous in Favor

Article  3:
Fiscal Year 2005 Budget Transfer to Purchase Vehicle Exhaust Emissions System at Fire Station

The Town voted to transfer the following for the purpose of installing an exhaust emissions system to one diesel fire engine at the Fire Station.

$5,865   From 
FY05 Account # 210 Police Department, 5870 Cruiser Purchase, and

$   335   From 
FY05 Free Cash


To 
FY05 Account # 220 Fire Department, 5700 Miscellaneous 

Sponsor:  Fire Department




VOTE:

Unanimous in Favor

Amendment to Article 4: Motion to add “and free cash” after “from the following articles”







  

VOTE:

Unanimous in Favor

Article 4:
Fiscal Year 2005 Budget Transfer to Purchase a New 1-Ton Truck for the Highway Department

The Town voted to transfer from available funds, pursuant to any applicable statute, for the purpose of purchasing a new 1-ton truck, the amount of $51,100 (Fifty-one thousand one hundred dollars) to be funded from the unexpended balances from the following articles and free cash.

1. Article 2 of the November 9, 1998 Special Town Meeting – The sum of $5,256.78 (Five thousand two hundred fifty-six dollars and seventy-eight cents) appropriated for the communications system,

2. Article 3 of the May 4, 1998 Annual Town Meeting  - The sum of $13,853.76 (Thirteen thousand eight hundred fifty-three dollars and seventy-six cents) appropriated for the Florence Sawyer School,

3. Article 12 of the May 1, 2000 Annual Town Meeting – The sum of  $1,135.06 (One thousand one hundred thirty five dollars and six cents) appropriated for the Planning Study,

4. Article 13 of the May 7, 2001 Annual Town Meeting – The sum of $20,932.67 (Twenty thousand nine hundred thirty-two dollars and sixty-seven cents) for the preparation, construction, and fencing of three new athletic fields,

5. Article 15 of the May 6, 2002 Annual Town Meeting – The sum of $5,557.15 (Five thousand five hundred fifty-seven dollars and fifteen cents) appropriated for all expenses associated with the negotiations of a new town-wide cable contract,

6. Article 11 of the May 6, 2002 Annual Town Meeting – The sum of $2,078.59 (Two thousand seventy-eight dollars and fifty-nine cents) appropriated for the renovations of the old fire station,

7. Article 13 of the May 6, 2002 Annual Town Meeting – The sum of $.70 (Seventy cents) appropriated for the purpose of constructing a Memorial,

8. Article 1 of the November 15, 2004 Special Town Meeting – The sum of $42.24 (Forty two dollars and twenty-four cents) appropriated for unpaid bills, and

9. The sum of $2,243.05 (Two thousand two hundred forty-three dollars and five cents) from fiscal year 2005 free cash.

Sponsor:
Department of Public Works

VOTE as amended:
Unanimous in Favor

Article  5:
Fiscal Year 2006 Funds to Evaluate the Purchase of Future Electronics

The Town voted to transfer from Article 7 of the May 3, 2004 Annual Town Meeting the sum of $20,000 (Twenty thousand dollars) appropriated for the upgrading of the septic system at Florence Sawyer and Emerson Schools, to be used with approval of the Board of Selectmen to evaluate the purchase of the Future Electronics facility at 41 Main Street, Bolton, Massachusetts.
Sponsor:
Board of Selectmen



VOTE:

Majority in Favor
 
Article  6:
Fiscal Year 2006 Purchase of a Used or New Highway Truck 

The Town voted to appropriate the sum of $75,000 (Seventy-five thousand dollars) to purchase a used Highway Truck, or a new cab and chassis to be used in conjunction with existing equipment and that to meet said appropriation, the Treasurer, with the approval of the Board of Selectmen, is authorized, pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 44, Section 7(9), or any other authority, to borrow up to that amount, and to issue bonds or notes of the Town, including the principal and interest on the borrowing authorized by this vote; said borrowing amount to be exempt from the limitation on total taxes imposed by Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 59, Section 21C (Proposition 2-1/2) only in the event that the voters exempt said borrowing amount at the annual Town election.

Sponsor:
Department of Public Works


VOTE:

Unanimous in Favor
Article  7:
Fiscal Year 2006 Installation of Sidewalks Along Main Street

The Town voted to transfer from available funds the sum of $8,000 (Eight thousand dollars) to fund the planning phase of a project to install a sidewalk/pathway extending from 626 Main Street (the Salt Box property) to 600 Main Street (new senior housing property).  The planning phase would include surveying, site planning and layout, permitting, estimating construction costs, and any other actions needed prior to construction.

Sponsor:
Public Ways Safety Committee 

VOTE:

Unanimous in Favor

Motion made to Pass Over Article 8.  


VOTE:

Unanimous in Favor

Article  8:
Fiscal Year 2006 Purchase of Dispatch Console for the Communications Center

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, borrow pursuant to any applicable statute, or transfer from available funds the sum of $12,977 (Twelve thousand nine hundred seventy- seven dollars) for the purchase of a dispatch console for the dispatch communications center located at the Police Station.  

Sponsor:
Communications Department

Amendments to Article 9:
Fiscal Year 2006 Operating Budgets
Motion to amend line 301 – 5691  by increasing it $92 to $8,778,189




line sum      by increasing it $92 to $9,027,841









VOTE:

Majority in Favor

        Motion to amend total amount to raise to $15,336,682 and section a. amount to $429,761.









VOTE:

Unanimous in Favor

Article 9:
Fiscal Year 2006 Operating Budgets

The Town voted to raise and appropriate or transfer from available funds the sum of $15,336,682 (Fifteen million three hundred thirty six thousand six hundred eighty two dollars), as set forth in the budget for the purposes of operating and maintaining the various departments of the Town, and to meet such appropriation:

a. The sum of $429,761 (Four hundred twenty-nine thousand seven hundred sixty-one dollars) to be transferred from free cash;

b. The sum of $125 (One hundred twenty-five dollars) from the Houghton Fund to be applied to the Nashoba Regional School District assessment;

c. The sum of $750 (Seven hundred fifty dollars) from the Gerdon A. Brown Library Fund to be applied to the Library budget;

d. The sum of $210,000 (Two hundred ten thousand dollars) from the overlay reserve account;

e. The sum of $80,000 (Eighty thousand dollars) from the cell tower funds;

f. The sum of $11,598 (Eleven thousand five hundred ninety-eight dollars) from the Parks/Recreation revolving account;

g. The sum of $14,935 (Fourteen thousand nine hundred thirty-five dollars) from the Dog Fund to be applied to the Animal Control Officer budget;

h. The sum of $14,589,513 (Fourteen million five hundred eighty-nine thousand five hundred thirteen dollars) to be raised by taxation.

Sponsor:
Board of Selectmen


VOTE as Amended:
Unanimous in Favor
Article  10:
Participation in the Town’s Health Care Plan for Firefighters

The Town voted to accept the provisions of Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 46, Section 12 of the Acts of 2003 which would allow the firefighters to choose to participate in the Town’s health care plan by paying 100% of the premium.

Sponsor:
Fire Department



VOTE:

Unanimous in Favor

Article  11:
Contribution Toward Funeral Expenses for Firefighters 

The Town voted to accept the provisions of Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 41, Section 100G ¼ which will require the town to contribute up to $5,000 toward the funeral expenses of any Bolton firefighter or police officer killed in the line of duty.

Sponsor:
Fire Department



VOTE: 
Majority in Favor

Article 12:
Acceptance of Massachusetts General Law Regarding Small Personal Property Accounts 

The Town voted to accept Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 59, Section 5 (54) as added by Chapter 159 of the Acts of 2000 (Section 114) for small personal property accounts and that the minimum fair cash value for taxation purposes shall be set in the amount of $4,000.

Sponsor:  
Board of Assessors and Tax Collector
VOTE:

Unanimous in Favor

Motion made to Pass Over Article 13.


VOTE:

Unanimous in Favor

Article  13:
Amendment to the Zoning Bylaws, Section 2.5.5.2 (a)

To see if the Town will vote to amend the Bolton Zoning Bylaws, Section 2.5.5.2 (a) so that it reads as follows:  (deletions in (parentheses and italics) and additions are underlined); or do or act relating thereto.  

2.5.5.2

Activity Regulations

No such use shall:



(a)  Store or use volatile or poisonous liquids in excess of 20,000 gallons.

Sponsor:
Planning Board

Article  14:   Amendment to Administrative Bylaws, Section 1.1 General Provisions and Subsection 1.18.9 Enforcement of the Wetland Bylaw

The Town voted to amend the Administrative Bylaws, Section 1.1, General Provisions, subsection 1.1.5 by adding section (h) and to amend the Wetland Bylaw, Section 1.18 subsection 1.18.9 (Enforcement) by adding a sentence to the last paragraph, (deletions in (parentheses and italics) and additions are underlined).

1.1.5

(h)
Violation of Wetland Bylaw (Section 1.18)

Penalty:  $300.00 for each offense, each day of violation shall be a separate offense.

Enforcing Officers:  Conservation Commission and Agent

and,

1.18.9
Enforcement

The violator shall pay any and all costs including reasonable attorney fees incurred by the Town.  The fine for a violation of this Bylaw shall be Three Hundred Dollars ($300.00) for each offense; each day of the violation shall be a separate offense.  Enforcement will be done in accordance with Step Enforcement Policy Against Alleged Violations of the Wetlands Protection Act and other-Local By-laws under the jurisdiction of the Bolton Conservation Commission, dated May 2, 2005.

Sponsor:
Conservation Commission 


VOTE:
   Passed   Yes  87   No  56

Article 15:
Lease Agreement with Housing & Urban Development to Relocate the Senior Center

The Town voted to authorize the Board of Selectmen to enter into a lease and sign any necessary related contracts with Housing & Urban Development (HUD) for relocation of the council on aging office and senior center to the Bolton Country Manor.

Sponsor:
Town Administrator 



VOTE:

Unanimous in Favor

Article  16:
Amendment to Administrative Bylaws, Section 1.3 Advisory Committee

The Town voted to amend Administrative Bylaws, Section 1.3, Advisory Committee, Subsection 1.3.5 of the Town of Bolton Bylaws so that it reads as follows:  (deletions in (parentheses and italics) and additions are underlined).

1.3.5  
Whenever any vacancy shall occur in said committee - by resignation, removal from town, death, failing to qualify, or otherwise - said vacancy shall be filled by said committee.  And if any member is absent from five consecutive meetings of said committee, except in case of illness, said committee shall consider (his) the position vacant and proceed to fill the same.  The term of office of all persons chosen as aforesaid, to fill vacancies, shall expire on June 30, succeeding such vacancy, (at the close of final adjournment of the Annual Town Meeting next succeeding such vacancy, and after said Annual Town Meeting) and a successor shall be appointed to fill out the unexpired term of each member whose office has been so vacated, in the same manner as the original appointment.

Sponsor:
Advisory Committee 



VOTE:

Majority in Favor

Article  17:
Installation of Protective Bollards at Pan Cemetery

To see if the Town will vote transfer from available funds the sum of $7,000 (Seven thousand dollars) to install 20 removable 19th century style bollards for the protection of the green space south of Pan Cemetery between the existing stone retaining wall and Route 117; or do or act relating thereto.
Sponsor:    
Historical Commission


VOTE:
   Defeated   Yes  61   No  73

Article  18:
Establishment of a Municipal Affordable Housing Trust Fund

The Town voted to accept the provisions of Chapter 491 of the Acts of 2004 to allow the Town to establish a Municipal Affordable Housing Trust Fund.

Sponsor:
Affordable Housing Partnership

VOTE:

Unanimous in Favor
Article  19:   
Funding for Municipal Affordable Housing Trust Fund

The Town voted to transfer the sum of $24,405.53 (Twenty four thousand four hundred five dollars and fifty-three cents) from Article 8 of the November 18, 2002 Special Town Meeting to the Municipal Affordable Housing Trust Fund.

Sponsor:
Affordable Housing Partnership

VOTE:

Unanimous in Favor

Article  20:   
Authorization to Sell Moen Property with Redrawn Plan 

The Town voted to authorize the Board of Selectmen, pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 40, Section 3, to sell the parcel of land identified as Lot 2 on a plan entitled “Plan of Land in Bolton, Mass. prepared for the Town of Bolton” dated May 2, 2002, prepared by Ducharme & Wheeler, Inc., said lot containing approximately 80,948 square feet, said Lot 2 being a portion of a larger tract of land known as the Moen parcel located on Vaughn Hill Road; the transfer of said Lot 2 to be done pursuant to the requirements of Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 30B; and to authorize the Board of Selectmen to enter into all contracts needed to facilitate the sale of the parcel.

Sponsor:
Board of Selectmen



VOTE:

Majority in Favor

Article  21:   
Technology Consortium

The Town voted to authorize the Board of Selectmen, pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 40, Section 4 and 4a, to enter into an inter-municipal agreement to join a technology consortium for consulting and support services for the Town’s computerized assessment system; said agreement to include the required financial safeguards.

Sponsor:
Board of Assessors



VOTE:

Unanimous in Favor
Article  22:   
The Nashoba Regional School District Agreement Amendment – Capital Costs Definition

The Town voted to amend the Nashoba Regional School District Agreement, Section 4. (A)Method of Apportioning Costs of the Regional School, by deleting Article A and Article C and replacing with new Article A and Article C, to read in its entirety as stated below.

(Nashoba Regional District School Committee)
Section 4. (A) Capital costs shall include all expenditures in the nature of capital outlay such as the cost of acquiring land, the costs of constructing, reconstructing, and adding to buildings, and the cost of remodeling or making extraordinary* repairs to a school building or buildings, including without limitation the cost or replacement of the original equipment and furnishings for such buildings or additions, plans, architects’ and consultants’ fees, grading and other costs incidental to placing school buildings and additions and related premises in operating condition.  Capital costs shall also include payment of principal and interest on bonds or other obligations issued by the District to finance capital costs.

· *Extraordinary Repairs

Such repairs add life expectancy to a system or a major component of that system.

· Value:

A capital item is one that at the time of investment is $10,000 or more.  The District or Town will follow the procurement laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.  Towns that use their own labor that reduces the cost of the project below $10,000 will still be responsible for the cost.

· Life of Investment

The capital investment must have a fixed asset life of three (3) or more years.

This provision will be reviewed after two years and changes will be recommended as needed.

(B) Operating costs shall include all costs not included in capital costs as defined in Section 4(A) but including interest on temporary notes issued by the District in anticipation of revenue.

(C) 1.  Capital costs, including debt service on bonds or notes issued by the District to finance capital costs, in connection with any particular District school shall be apportioned among the member towns on the basis of the average of the previous five (5) years’ enrollment as of October 1 of each of the preceding years for fiscal year 2000 and thereafter.

Sponsor:
Nashoba Regional School Committee
VOTE:

Unanimous in Favor
Article  23:
Acceptance of the Preliminary Design for the Bolton Public Library

The Town voted to accept the preliminary design for the renovation and expansion of the Bolton Public Library building, as shown in architectural schematics dated January 15, 2005 and reproduced in the application for a Massachusetts Board of Library Commissioners (MBLC) Public Library Construction Grant Program.

Sponsor:
Library Board of Trustees 


VOTE:

Majority in Favor

Article  24:
Citizens’ Petition

The Bolton Town Meeting approves of creating a ten year international process for eradicating the world of weapons of mass destruction through comprehensive, enforced control of the production, possession, and use of all such weapons, universal inspections, and international guarantees of the defense of all nations against external aggression and external, armed conspiracies.

The Town Clerk is directed to send a copy of the foregoing with the Town seal attached, to the president, the two Massachusetts Senators and Congress Member Meehan, and the Governor.

In accordance with Massachusetts General Law Chapter 39: Section 10, we, the undersigned citizens of Bolton, petition for this article to be included in Bolton’s 2005 Annual Town Meeting. 

Sponsor:
Citizens’ Petition



VOTE:
   Defeated   Yes  36   No  65
Article  25:
 Citizens’ Petition
Article moved and seconded.   Motion made to postpone Article  25 indefinitely.

VOTE:
   Passed       Yes  56   No  43

Article  25:
 Citizens’ Petition

The Bolton Town Meeting disapproves of the President’s proposed revisions to the Social Security Law.

The Town Clerk is directed to send a copy of the foregoing with the Town seal attached, to the President, the two Massachusetts Senators and Congress Member Meehan, and the Governor.

In accordance with Massachusetts General Law Chapter 39: Section 10, we, the undersigned citizens of Bolton, petition for this article to be included in Bolton’s 2005 Annual Town Meeting Warrant.

Sponsor:
Citizens’ Petition
Article  26:
 Citizens’ Petition
Article moved and seconded.   Motion made to postpone Article 26 indefinitely.

VOTE:
   Passed       Yes  57   No  44

Article  26:
Citizens’ Petition

The Bolton Town Meeting disapproves of the present use of American armed forces in Iraq.

The Town Clerk is directed to send a copy of the foregoing with the Town seal attached, to the President, the two Massachusetts Senators and the Congress Member Meehan, and the Governor.

In accordance with Massachusetts General Law Chapter 39:  Section 10, we, the undersigned citizens of Bolton, petition for this article to be included in Bolton’s 2005 Annual Town Meeting Warrant.

Sponsor:
Citizens’ Petition
 Article  27:
Authorize Town Election

The Town voted to meet at the Town Hall in Bolton, on Monday, May 9, 2005 between the hours of 12 noon and 8 p.m. to elect by ballot the following officers.

ONE YEAR:

One Moderator, One Town Clerk, One Library Trustee;

THREE YEARS:  
One member of the Board of Selectmen, One member of the Board of Health, One member of the Board of Assessors, One Library Trustee, One member of the Cemetery Committee, Two Parks & Recreation Commissioners, One Trustee of the Francis E. Whitcomb Benevolent Fund, One Commissioner of Trust Funds;

FIVE YEARS:  
One member of the Planning Board, One member of the Housing Authority;
and to vote on the following questions:

1).
Shall the Town of Bolton be allowed to exempt from the provisions of proposition two and one-half so called, the amounts required to pay for the bond issued in order to acquire the highway truck.  Yes ___  No ___

VOTE:

Unanimous in Favor
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