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The Public Ways Safety Committee was created in 2003 as an outgrowth of the Main Street Safety
Task Group of 2002. The selectmen completed appointments in December 2003. The first appointees
have staggered terms of 1 to 3 years. All subsequent appointees will have a 3-year term.

Bolton values its winding, stonewall and tree lined country roads, many of which have been
designated “scenic roads” pursuant to state law and Town bylaw. Pedestrians, bicyclists, and
horseback riders share our roads with increasing car and truck traffic. The shared use of our roads for
all travelers is becoming increasingly important in safety and quality of life aspects.

The Public Ways Safety Committee is an advisory resource for the town. Working in conjunction
with the Director of Public Works, Police Chief, Fire Chief, Ambulance Director, Tree Warden,
Selectmen, and Town Administrator, the committee shall identify, investigate, and propose solutions
to safety concerns throughout the town, This shall include, but not be limited to, the examination of:

* existing motorized local, commuter, and trucking traffic patterns.

* existing non-motorized transit patterns.

* existing traffic accident documentation recorded by the police department.
* excessive traffic volumes.

* signage and regulatory markings.

* traffic speed and traffic calming measures.

* safety for pedestrians, bikers, and riders.

* parking.

* dangerous or problem sections of roadways or intersections.

* emergency vehicle access.

* impact of new development upon existing and planned transportation infrastructures.

The Public Ways Safety Committee shall consult with the Police Chief, Superintendent of Public
Works, Fire Chief, Ambulance Director, Tree Warden, similar committees in neighboring and regional
towns, MassHighway and/or any other governmental agency in gathering information and prior to
bringing a specific proposal to the Board of Selectmen.

The Committee shall report to the Board of Selectmen and Planning Board at least one time per year
and once in the Annual Town Report. In 2003, the predecessor task group worked with Bolton DPW
to install a speed table on Mechanic Street and to erect new and updated signs at the Green /Forbush
Mill Roads and in the town center. The committee meets the second and fourth Wednesday evenings
at Town Hall. The meetings are open to the public.
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