BOLTON PLANNING BOARD
MEETING AGENDA
March 16, 2010 at 7:30 P.M.

Bolton Town Hall
5:00-6:30 pm
Green Communities Act -  Felipe Schwarz from Vanasse Hangen Brustlin (VHB), Inc.
The Town was awarded a grant by the State Department of Energy Resources to provide a consultant to work with the Town in becoming a Green Community. The Town is currently exploring the requirements with the consultant, Felipe Schwarz from VHB. Felipe is going to give an overview of one of the requirements: the Stretch Code:

 
The Stretch Code:

Requires all new residential construction over 3,000 square feet and all new commercial and industrial real estate construction to minimize, to the extent feasible, the life-cycle cost of the facility by utilizing energy efficiency, water conservation and other renewable or alternative energy technologies. 

Cities and towns can meet this requirement by adopting the new BBRS Stretch Code, the new appendix to the MA State Building Code. Should a community chose to not adopt the stretch code and choose to use another standard, the community must provide evidence that this alternative standard minimizes the life cycle energy costs for all new construction and is enforceable by the community. To find out more about the Stretch Code visit: http://www.mass.gov/?pageID=eopsmodulechunk&L=3&L0=Home&L1=Public+Safety+Agencies&L2=Massachusetts+Department+of+Public+Safety&sid=Eeops&b=terminalcontent&f=dps_bbrs_build_code_changes_public_hearing&csid=Eeops
The Grant Program:

An initiative of the Green Communities Division, provides funding to help municipalities pursue energy efficiency measures, large renewable energy projects, and innovative methods that use less fossil fuel. Cities and towns can apply for the Grant Program after they have demonstrated that they have met the following five criteria and have been officially designated as a “Green Community.”  To find out more about the Green Community Act visit:

http://www.mass.gov/?pageID=eoeeaterminal&L=3&L0=Home&L1=Energy%2c+Utilities+%26+Clean+Technologies&L2=Green+Communities&sid=Eoeea&b=terminalcontent&f=doer_green_communities_gc-grant-program&csid=Eoeea
Criteria:
Criterion #1: Provide as-of-right siting in designated locations for renewable/alternative energy generation, research & development, or manufacturing facilities

Criterion #2: Adopted an expedited application and permit process for as-of-right energy facilities

Criterion #3: Establish benchmark for energy use and developed a plan to reduce baseline by 20 percent within 5 years

Criterion #4: Purchase only fuel-efficient vehicles

Criterion #5: Set requirements to minimize life-cycle energy costs for new construction; one way to meet these requirements is to adopt the new Board of Building Regulations and Standards (BBRS) Stretch Code 
