Amphibians Big Night Out
There is always a lot of speculation about when the spotted salamanders, wood frogs and amphibians will migrate from their wintering grounds to their breeding pools.  The optimal conditions for the nocturnal migration to occur are when there is bare ground, a steady rain, little wind and air temperatures are in the 40’s.  Usually the first night when these conditions are favorable a peak migration or “Big Night” will occur and the critters will come out of the ground for their trek across yards, woodlands and roads to vernal pools.  For the past five years volunteers have stationed themselves at critical locations to help slow traffic so the critters are not run over.  This year we hope to again have several stations around town to help the salamanders and frogs cross the roads.  It is expected that this Big Night activity will occur in March but maybe not until April if the weather pattern changes.

If you would like to help make the journey safe for these critters give Rona Balco a call to get on our calling list and you will be contacted when all of the conditions come together.  We are on nature’s time so this event is on standby but it will be after dark.  You will need to dress in raingear with warm layers underneath, and you will need boots, an umbrella and flashlight (preferably covered with red film).  
Contact:

Rona Balco

207 Green Road
Bolton

978-779-2259

This event is sponsored by Bolton Conservation Commission with the assistance of the Bolton Department of Public Works and Police Department

