January 12, 2009

The Bolton Planning Board, in conjunction with UMass Amherst, recently concluded a study to explore the concept of a village overlay district identified as a goal in the 2006 Master Plan. This study entitled “Sustainable Village Center Planning” is currently under review by the Planning Board and will be distributed to town boards, committees and posted on the town’s webpage shortly. 

Now that the study has commenced, the Town can begin to explore some of the zoning recommendations made. On Wednesday, January 28th at beginning at 7:30pm Representatives from the various state departments will give a brief overview of some of the state initiatives which include 40R, 43D and EDIP. Departments, committees and boards as well as the general public are invited to attend to learn more about these initiatives. 

40R/Smart Growth Districts

William Reyelt

Department of Housing and Community Development (DHCD)

Adopting a 43R or Smart Growth District allows for compact/high density housing and/or mixed use.  Towns in turn can receive a payment of up to $600,000 plus a one time density bonus of $3,000 per unit. Towns can also be eligible for payment under 40S which reimburses some of the net increase in the cost of educating students living in new housing. 

43D (Priority Development Sites)

Bonnie Biocchi, Regional Director

Office of Business Development (Branch of Executive Office of Housing and Economic Development (EOHED)

And

Mark Racicot, Manager, Government Services

Metropolitan Area Planning Council (MAPC
43D requires a town to designate an area as a Priority Development Site. The State grants money up to $150,000 to municipalities to provide tools to streamline the local permitting process, conduct studies, make infrastructure improvements, permitting software etc...

Economic Development Incentive Program (EDIP)

Bonnie Biocchi, Regional Director

Office of Business Development (Branch of Executive Office of Housing and Economic Development (EOHED)

A tax incentive program designed to stimulate business growth & job creation. A 3-way partnership between state, business & municipality is formed. Participating companies may receive state and local tax incentives in exchange for job creation and private investment. Companies/businesses are attracted to places targeted as economic target areas (ETA). In exchange the Town can receive an increase in tax revenue from increased property taxes. 

For more information please contact Town Planner, Jennifer Burney at 978-779-3308 or by email planner@townofbolton.com
