9/16/08

Town Board Members

Bolton, MA

Dear Board Members,

We wanted to share with you the news that the planning board will be embarking on two planning endeavors this fall, including a survey to town residents and a planning study investigating the concept of a mixed use town village overlay district.  We have hired the UMass Graduate Department of Regional Planning and Landscape Architecture to assist us in these efforts.

We view this as an extension of the initiatives laid out in the 2006 master plan.  The land use section of the master plan specifically suggested we consider both design review guidelines (section 9.1) and the creation of a mixed use village overlay district (section 9.4). This plan can be viewed on the town website at www.townofbolton.com.
The simple fact is that although many Bolton residents hope that our community will not change or grow any more, change will come to us and we must be ready for it.  We would much rather be proactive in addressing change than reactive.  We have had several developers and land owners come before us and ask the simple question “what does Bolton want to see in future of the town” and quite frankly we haven’t been able to answer that question, other than to say “keep things as they are”.

We have many parcels of land zoned as business, limited business or industrial that can be developed.   We have had parcels zoned as residential, that seek a business use.  We need a better answer to what we want to see in Bolton and what would be the best use of such land in the future.

That is the goal of these efforts.  We hope you will participate and share your insight and input to this process.  We will have posted planning board meetings and hopefully several public meetings on these issues.  The surveying will likely start at the Bolton fair.  Please take part and encourage others to do the same. The survey will also be offered on the town’s website

We want input, we want ideas and ultimately we’d like to reach some level of consensus on an approach for the future.  Perhaps it is creating a village district, perhaps it involves design standards, perhaps a 40R district, or we may decide the best approach is to continue with our existing zoning and our existing special permitting process.  

We thank you in advance for your support and feel free to contact our town planner Jennifer Atwood Burney, or the planning board members for more information.

Doug Storey, John Karlon, Steve Garner, Frank Lazgin, Mark Duggan, James Owen
